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The  Advertising  Standards  Authority. 
What  makes  us  tick? 


We're  an  independent  body,  established 
by  the  advertising  industry  to  make  sure 
advertisements  don't  break  our  Code:The  British 
Code  of  Advertising  Practice. 

This  Code  has  been  agreed  by  all  sides  of 
the  industry.  And  it  demands  what  you 
and  your  customers  have  a  right  to  expect:  that  all 
advertisements  be  legal,  decent,  honest  and 
truthful. 

If  we  come  across  one  which  isn't  -  or  when 
someone  complains  -  we  investigate. 

Usually  this  means  the  advertisement  is 


changed.  Sometimes  it  means  it  is  scrapped. 

To  help  us  eliminate  advertisements 
which  break  our  Code,we  are  inviting  the  public 
to  write  to  us  with  their  complaints. 

So  the  message  is  simple:  don't  break  the 
Code.  If  you're  not  familiar  with  it,  please  let 
us  know  and  we'll  send  you  a  copy. 

It's  our  business  to  maintain  and  improve 
advertising  standards.  For  everybody's  benefit. 

That's  what  makes  us  tick. 
The  Advertising  Standards  Authority  Limited, 
15/17  Ridgmount  Street,  London  WOE  7AW 
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Because  it  gives  them  what 
they've  always  wanted  from  a 
hairspray-CONTROL  and 
SOFTNESS. 

The  difference?  'Amphomer/ 
an  entirely  new  type  of  hair- 
holding  ingredient.  The  first 
significant  breakthrough  in 
hairspray  technology  for  years. 

In  pre-launch  research,  women 
overwhelmingly  preferred 
New  Bristows  to  leading  brands. 
A  proven  success! 

So  now  Beecham  are  giving  it 
their  full  treatment.  22  million 
trial-offer  coupons!  Compulsive 
TV  and  Press  advertising!  And  of 
course,  everything  else  to  make 
sure  you  get  the  big,  fast  sell ! 
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Comment 


Womanpower 

The  NAWP  conference  at  the  weekend  (p530) 
highlighted  the  need  for  research  into  the  effect  of  the 
increasing  numbers  of  women  pharmacists  entering 
the  profession.  Council  is  wisely  acting  in  good  time 
by  sponsoring  an  investigation  at  the  Department  of 
Occupational  Psychology,  London  School  of 
Economics,  into  "womanpower"  problems  and  the 
problems  of  women  who  want  to  combine  a  pharmacy 
career  with  family  life. 

At  the  conference  there  seemed  to  be  a  large  amount 
of  "untapped  potential" — women  on  the  brink  of 
returning  to  pharmacy  after  a  child-rearing  break  of 
10-15  years.  Some  still  had  doubts.  They  lacked 
confidence  because  they  lacked  knowledge — reading 
professional  journals  was  no  substitute  for  everyday 
contact  with  the  work;  some  felt  postgraduate  courses 
were  too  academic  and  not  sufficiently  related  to 
day-to-day  practice;  some  wished  they  could  work  in 
co-operation  with  other  pharmacists  rather  than  be 
plunged  straight  into  locum  work,  but  some  general 
practice  pharmacists,  surprisingly,  only  wanted  locums. 
Others  felt  they  were  not  justified  in  demanding  the 
proper  rate  for  the  job,  yet  were  worried  in  case  they 
undercut  the  full-time  locum. 

Any  survey  into  these  problems  should  take  into 
account  changing  social  attitudes  and  the  trend 
towards  the  more  equal  distribution  of  family 
responsibilities  between  man  and  wife.  While  not  all 
women  pharmacists  with  families  can  be  expected  to 
continue  their  professional  career,  those  who  want  to 
do  so  should  be  given  every  encouragement.  They 
have  been  expensively  trained  and  their  potential 
should  not  be  wasted. 

Boundaries 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  is  to  be 
commended  for  agreeing  to  the  London  branches'  claim 
for  time  to  put  forward  boundary  proposals  more 
acceptable  to  their  membership  (p514).  Feelings  have 
run  high  and  were  not  cooled  by  the  suggestion  in  the 
Society's  journal  of  a  "dodo  mentality"  among  those 
resisting  change.  Nevertheless,  if  Council  bears  in 
mind  that  all  branches — not  only  those  in  Greater 
London — should  be  organised  for  the  convenience 
of  members,  rather  than  the  convenience  of  Council, 
the  outcome  may  be  a  strengthening  of  the  branch 
system.  Indeed,  the  exercise  of  resisting  Council's 
decision  may  itself  have  stimulated  co-operative 
activity  locally ! 

Reprieve 

Retail  pharmacists  can  perhaps  breath  a  sigh  of  relief 
that  their  first  experience  of  multi-rate  VAT  is  a  softer 
blow  than  feared  (p509).  But  it  could  be  the  thin  end 
of  a  very  thick  wedge — most  commentators  had 
predicted  that  cosmetics  would  be  among  the  "luxury" 
taxed  items  and  the  battle  to  keep  the  new  rate  away 
from  lower-price  consumer  items  may  not  be  over. 
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No  other  brand  turns  over  faster,  builds  profits  more  quickly 
than  the  brand  leader.  Rennie  is  Britain's  leading  brand  of  indigestion  tablet. 

The  biggest  seller.  The  most  heavily  advertised.  The  one  most  people  prefer. 
So  no  matter  how  many  other  brands  of  indigestion  tablets  you  stock, 
never  run  out  of  Rennie.  Rennie  can  earn  you  more  money. 


Stock  the  brand  leader. 
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Pharmacists  VAT 
warning  heeded  ? 


Disappointing,  but  it  could  have  been 
worse.  That  sums  up  the  first  reactions  of 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  to  the 
Budget  news  on  Tuesday. 

Mr  T.  P.  Astill,  deputy  secretary,  told 
C&D  that  it  seemed  the  Chancellor  had 
taken  note  of  pharmacists'  protests  about 
multiple-rate  value  added  tax  because  he 
had  pointedly  not  included  toiletries  and 
cosmetics  at  this  stage  in  the  25  per  cent 
category.  Mr  Astill  expected  that  retail 
pharmacists  would  be  able  to  keep  rela- 
tively simple  records  of  purchases  and 
sales  of  items  at  the  new  rate  because 
generally  turnover  of  cameras  and  elec- 
trical goods  was  low  in  unit  terms 
compared  with  their  value. 

The  Union  will  be  issuing  advice  direct  to 
members  but  it  is  expected  that  most  will 
be  able  to  keep  purchase  and  sales  records 
for  calculation  of  input  and  output  tax  at 
the  higher  level  and  use  scheme  B — which 
is  similar  to  that  now  in  use — for  the  rest 
of  the  business.  At  this  stage  the  VAT 
documents  recently  sent  out  by  the  Union 
should  be  retained. 

"On  the  brighter  side,"  Mr  Astill  wel- 
comed the  apparent  concessions  to  smaller 
businesses  in  regard  to  capital  gains  and 
capital  transfer  taxes. 

Goods  affected  in  detail 

An  additional  25  per  cent  rate  of  VAT  is 
to  be  levied  from  May  1  on  certain  items, 
including  domestic  electrical  appliances 
and  photographic  goods. 

The  Customs  &  Excise  Notice  No  742 
("VAT:  Scope  and  coverage  of  the  higher 
rate  schedule"),  issued  this  week,  specifies 
the  product  groups  to  which  the  new  rate 
will  be  levied.  Domestic  electrical  appli- 
ances includes  blankets,  curling  tongs  and 
their  heaters,  facial  saunas,  haircurlers  and 
rollers,  hair  dryers,  infra-red  "health" 
lamps,  insecticide  sprayers,  razors,  tooth- 
brushes, ultraviolet  lamps  and  water 
softeners,  and  accessories  of  such  goods, 
eg  hair  cutter  attachments,  hair  dryer 
brushes,  combs  and  hoses,  razor  foils, 
toothbrush  heads,  and  ultraviolet  bulbs. 

However  torches,  mechanical  lighters 
and  hearing  aids  remain  at  the  standard 
8  per  cent  rate,  as  do  batteries  unless  they 
are  supplied  in  connection  with  a  service 
which  is  itself  chargeable  at  the  higher 
rate.  Supply  to  chronically  sick  or  dis- 
abled persons  of  electrically  adjustable 
beds,  chairlifts,  wheelchairs  and  similar 
goods  remain  zero-rated.  Services,  eg 
repair,  in  connection  with  "higher  rate" 
articles  themselves  take  the  higher  rate. 

In  the  photographic  equipment  cate- 
gory, the  higher  rate  will  be  levied  on  such 
items  as  cameras  and  their  accessories, 
apparatus  for  processing  photographic  or 
cinematographic  images  on  films,  plates  or 
paper,  projectors,  slide  viewers  (whether 
operated  by  electricity  or  not),  screens  and 
other  such  apparatus  for  viewing  photo- 


graphic or  cinematographic  images,  also 
the  maintenance,  repair,  etc  of  such  items. 
However,  films,  plates,  papers,  chemicals, 
disposable  flash  bulbs,  albums,  mounts, 
wallets  and  other  photographic  stationery, 
slide  boxes  and  other  storage  equipment 
for  developed  film,  plates  or  prints  remain 
at  the  standard  rate. 

Notice  No  159  sets  out  the  increased 
rates  of  duty  and  drawbacks  levied  on 
spirits  from  Wednesday,  but  perfumed 
spirits  are  exempted  from  the  increases. 
Notice  No  158  gives  the  increase  in  duty 
and  drawbacks  on  wine,  including  British 
wines,  applied  from  the  same  date. 

The  VAT  fraction  for  calculating  VAT 
from  tax  inclusive  amounts,  corresponding 
to  the  higher  rate,  is  one-fifth,  according 
to  Notice  741,  "The  higher  rate  of  VAT." 
No  ready  reckoner  is  being  provided  for 
the  fraction.  The  Notice  gives  detailed 
guidance  about  operating  the  higher  rate 
from  May  1  using  the  special  schemes, 
and  also  about  choosing  a  different 
scheme  now  that  the  Budget  measures 
have  been  announced. 


The  idea  of  a  rural  dispensing  "mora- 
torium", even  as  a  first  step,  was  rejected 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  parlia- 
mentary adviser  last  week. 

Mr  Eric  Ogden  MP,  speaking  to  a 
working  dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Croydon  Branch,  said  it  would 
be  "far  better"  to  tackle  the  problem 
directly.  No  further  progress  was  likely  to 
be  made  until  the  Government  had  dealt 
with  other  matters,  such  as  "pay  beds" 
and  the  referendum,  which  it  considered 
more  pressing.  Again,  although  it  was 
hoped  to  introduce  some  form  of  limi- 
tation on  new  pharmacies  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  health  centres,  it  would  not 
be  raised  in  the  Commons  for  some  time. 

On  the  question  of  a  state  pharma- 
ceutical service,  Mr  Ogden  said  there  was 
definitely    no    intention    at    present  of 


Essex  Area  Chemist  Contractors  Com- 
mittee want  to  know  more  details  about 
the  rural  dispensing  "moratorium"  before 
deciding  whether  to  back  it. 

Mi  Miall  James,  the  Committee's 
chairman,  told  C&D  that  in  particular 
they  wanted  to  know  how  binding  the 
moratorium  would  be — if  it  was  only  a 
"gentlemen's  agreement,"  the  Committee 
"know  of  circumstances  where  gentlemen 
are  not  operating."  The  British  Medical 
Association  should  make  it  a  "matter  of 
ethics  "  The  Committee  were  pressing  for 
a  definite  duration  for  the  moratorium, 
and  a  government  inquiry  into  the  whole 
problem  within  a  year.  They  also  took  it 


□  It  should  be  noted  that  the  prices  in 
the  products  sections  of  this  week's  issue 
are  all  given  at  the  standard  8  per  cent 
VAT  rate. 

AGM  'boundaries'  motion 

A  motion  asking  that  proposed  changes 
in  branch  boundaries  be  reconsidered  is  to 
be  put  forward  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  annual  meeting  on  May  21. 

Dr  P.  F.  L.  Boreham,  secretary, 
Chiltern  Region,  is  to  propose:  "This 
meeting  considers  that  the  decisions  taken 
by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  regarding  branch 
boundaries  do  not  take  into  account 
sufficiently  the  views  of  its  members  and 
therefore  it  asks  Council  to  consult  with 
and  reconsider  the  position  of  branches 
which  will  be  adversely  affected  by  these 
changes."  Mr  R.  Odd  will  second. 

Corn  solvents  warning 

The  British  Diabetic  Association  has 
pointed  out  that,  in  Canada,  corn  solvents 
are  apparently  labelled  "not  to  be  used 
by  diabetics",  and  suggested  that,  since 
corn  solvents  inexpertly  applied  could 
easily  damage  normal  tissue  surrounding 
a  corn — damage  which  could  be  particu- 
larly harmful  in  elderly  diabetics — some 
warning  such  as  that  used  in  Canada 
should  be  issued  with  all  such  products. 
The  Association's  views  are  to  be  drawn 
to  the  attention  of  the  PAGB  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 


bringing  retail  pharmacies  under  state 
control.  Also  it  was  hardly  worth 
nationalising  the  whole  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  with  its  diverse  interests 
just  to  get  control  of  that  sector  dealing 
with  drugs,  but  there  were  other  ways  in 
which  the  Government  could  exert  its 
influence. 

A  multi-rate  of  VAT  system  would  be 
"totally  unacceptable",  although  some 
increase  in  the  rate  of  VAT  might  be 
unavoidable.  He  and  his  parliamentary 
colleagues  had  been  made  well  aware  of 
the  strong  opposition  of  retail  pharma- 
cists on  the  issue,  and  he  stressed  it  was 
"good  policy"  for  pharmacists  to  keep  in 
contact  with  their  local  MPs  to  make 
them  aware  of  their  views  generally, 
particularly  as  there  was  no  pharma- 
ceutical group  in  Parliament. 


that  the  moratorium  would  not  be  a  bar 
to  transferring  individual  patients  from  a 
doctor's  dispensing  to  his  prescribing  list. 

The  Committee  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  reply  that  had  been  received  to  the 
letter  Mr  James  had  sent  to  the  Central 
NHS  vChemist  Contractors)  Committee 
(C&D,  last  week,  p500)— the  reply  had 
been  that  both  the  Central  Committee 
and  the  Department  of  Health  were  aware 
of  Ihe  higher  cost  of  doctor-dispensed 
prescriptions,  but  the  Department  "were 
not  going  to  upset  the  doctors."  The 
ACCC  would  press  for  a  reason  why  there 
was  no  approach  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  on  the  point. 


Parliamentary  adviser  rejects  the  'moratorium' . . . 


. . .  and  Essex  ACCC  calls  for  more  details 
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Direct  election  written  into 
contractors'  constitution 


The  written  constitution  recently  adopted 
by  the  Central  NHS  (Chemist  Contrac- 
tors) Committee  has  now  been  published. 
It  brings  in  direct  election  of  part  of  the 
committee  for  the  first  time  (1978  will  be 
the  first  election  under  the  new  rules)  and 
the  following  will  be  the  full  membership: 
Five  chemist  contractors  elected  by 
chemist  contractors  on  a  regional  basis 
from  the  members  or  officers  of  Area 
Chemist  Contractors  Committees  in 
England.  These  members  or  officers  shall 
hold  office  for  a  term  of  four  years,  com- 
mencing at  the  May  meeting  of  the 
Committee  in  the  year  of  election. 
One  chemist  contractor  elected  by  chemist 
contractors  from  the  members  or  officers 
of  Area  Chemist  Contractors  Committees 
in  Wales.  This  member  or  officer  shall 
hold  office  for  a  term  of  four  years,  com- 
mencing at  the  May  meeting  of  the 
Committee  in  the  year  of  election. 
Five  chemist  contractors  nominated  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union.  These  members 
shall  hold  office  for  a  term  of  one  year, 
commencing  at  the  May  meeting  of  the 
Committee  in  the  year  of  nomination. 
Two  registered  pharmacists  (with  pro- 
vision for  deputies  to  attend  in  their 
absence)  nominated  by  the  Company 
Chemists'  Association. 

One  registered  pharmacist  (with  provision 
for  a  deputy  to  attend  in  his  absence) 
nominated  by  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society. 

The  secretary  and  registrar  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
or  his  deputy  shall  have  the  right  to 
attend  all  meetings  of  the  Committee. 

Postal  vote 

The  election  of  regional  representatives 
is  by  postal  vote  from  chemist  contractors 
in  England  and  Wales  to  be  taken  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  first  day  of  January 
and  in  any  case  not  later  than  the  first 
dav  of  March  in  each  year  when  an 
election  is  held. 

Chemist  Contractors :  Every  person,  firm 
or  corporate  body  under  contract  with  a 
Family  Practitioner  Committee  to  under- 
take, whether  at  one  or  more  places  of 
business,  the  dispensing  of  medicines  and 
the  supply  of  drugs  and  appliances,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  vote  for  each  electoral 
region  in  which  he  has  premises  in  the 
election  of  representatives  of  chemist 
contractors  on  the  Committee. 

Among  the  provisions  is  one  that 
where  a  member  of  the  Committee  has 
been  absent  from  three  consecutive 
ordinary  meetings  the  Committee  shall  de- 
clare his  seat  has  been  vacated  unless 
satisfied  that  his  absence  was  due  to  ill- 
ness or  other  reasonable  cause.  The 
Committee  is  given  power  to  fill  casual 


vacancies  due  to  resignation  or  retirement. 

The  Central  Committee  is  required  to 
call  a  conference  of  representatives  of 
ACCC's  normally  at  least  once  in  each 
calendar  year,  and  shall,  if  requested  by 
not  less  than  25  ACCC's,  call  a  special 
conference  of  representatives. 

Expenses  of  the  Committee  are  to  be 
met  by  contributions  from  chemist  con- 
tractors in  the  area  levied  through 
ACCC's.  The  amount  due  will  be  invoiced 
to  each  Committee  at  the  commencement 
of  the  financial  year,  with  provision  to 
pay  this  amount  in  two  instalments,  the 
second  instalment  to  be  due  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  seventh  month  of  the 
financial  year. 

Irish  withdrawal  postponed 
after  Review  Body  set  up 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union's  National 
Executive  decided  last  week  to  postpone 
by  a  month  the  community  pharmacists' 
withdrawal  from  the  General  Medical 
Services  dispensing  scheme. 

Withdrawal  notices  signed  by  almost 
all  the  pharmacists  participating  in  the 
scheme  were  due  to  come  into  effect  next 
week  (C&D,  January  25,  p93).  However, 
the  Minister  for  Health,  Mr  Brendan 
Corish,  has  now  appointed  a  Review  Body 
to  investigate  the  GMS  system  and  re- 
muneration as  it  relates  to  pharmacists. 
Having  agreed  to  the  body's  constitution 
and  terms  of  reference,  the  Union  decided 
to  postpone  the  withdrawal  action  until 
May  31.  The  decision  is  conditional  upon 
the  following:  that  a  terminal  date  for 
the  publication  of  the  Body's  findings 
should  be  agreed  by  both  sides;  that  an 
interim  recommendation  by  the  Body  be 
made  by  May  31,  and  that  a  recommen- 
dation on  retrospective  payments  be 
forthcoming  by  the  same  date. 

The  Union  is  seeking  a  basic  dispensing 
fee  of  £0  60  with  an  £0T8  allowance  for 
costs  per  prescription,  to  be  backdated  to 
October  1973. 

CTT  and  VAT  motions 
to  get  priority 

Motions  calling  for  pressure  on  the 
Government  over  matters  such  as  capital 
transfer  tax  and  value  added  tax  are 
to  be  given  priority  at  the  National 
Chamber  of  Trade's  annual  conference 
next  month. 

A  special  time  has  been  set  aside  for 
such  motions  during  the  conference,  which 
is  to  be  held  at  Weston-super-Mare,  Avon, 
May  3-7.  The  motions  include:  a  call  for 
the  setting  up  of  a  NCT  "co-ordinating 
action  committee"  to  discuss  methods  of 
"forcing"  the  Government  to  improve  the 
lot   of  small   businesses,   and  the  with- 
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drawal  of  unpaid  labour  from  all  form 
filling;  the  formation  of  a  united  fron 
with  other  organisations  to  put  pressun 
on  the  Government;  and  a  "no  con 
fidence"  vote  in  the  NCT's  Board  o 
Management's  "ineffective  way"  of  dealini 
with  demands  for  more  militant  action 
Other  motions  specifically  call  for  a  re 
duction  in  form-filling,  a  Governmen 
assurance  that  CTT  would  not  be  appliec 
so  as  to  prevent  the  children  of  a  busines 
owner  carrying  on  that  business,  am 
withdrawal  of  all  NCT  co-operation  wit! 
the  Government  and  to  devote  its  energiel 
"to  finding  and  recommending  member 
in  constitutional  methods  of  creatin; 
administrative  confusion  and  chaos." 

Medicines  Act  appeals 
machinery  attacked 

The  appeals  machinery  under  the  Medi 
cines  Act  for  manufacturers  who  com 
into  conflict  with  the  Department  c 
Health  was  criticised  in  a  letter  to  Th 
Times  on  Tuesday. 

Mr  N.  A.  Cox — a  member  of  the  firr 
of  solicitors  acting  on  behalf  of  G.  C 
Woodward  &  Co  Ltd  in  the  first  cas 
under  the  Act  (last  week,  p498) — outline 
the  operation  of  the  existing  machiner 
involving  presentation  of  facts  before  a 
"independent  person"  and  goes  on:  "Th 
whole  matter  is  one  of  grave  concern  fc 
the  pharmaceutical  industry.  In  my  sul 
mission  the  only  satisfactory  solution  wi 
be  an  amendment  to  the  Medicines  Ac 
1968,  providing  for  a  proper  independei 
appeal  procedure  at  which  both  sid< 
should  be  represented. 

"The  person  holding  the  inquiry  wb 
preferably  should  be  a  lawyer  shouJ 
come  to  a  decision  based  upon  the  ev 
dence  with  a  right  of  appeal  to  tl 
courts." 

Chemical  industry  wants 
Bill  altered 

The  chemical  industry  is  worried  abo 
the  possibility  that  intimate  compar 
planning  and  marketing  information  su 
plied  to  Government  as  part  of  plannii 
agreements  or  under  disclosure  provisioi 
proposed  in  the  Industry  Bill  could  1 
used  to  bolster  the  activities  of  Nation 
Enterprise  Board  (NEB)  companit 
Access  to  such  confidential  informati< 
would  give  NEB  companies  unfair  adva 
tage  over  their  competitors  outside  t 
state  owned  sector. 

The  point   was  made  by   Mr  Marl 
Trowbridge,    director    general    of  t 
Chemical  Industries  Association  in  a  tal 
to     executives     of     Scottish  chemicl 
companies. 

Trade  mark  undertaking 

Perlier  Ltd,  Finsbury  Square,  London  ECl 
agreed  in  the  High  Court  last  week  rl 
to  use  the  trade  mark  "Adagio"  for  thl 
range  of  toiletries  sold  in  the  UK.  Tl 
undertaking  was  given  in  a  trade  hieI 
infringement  and  passing  off  actiB 
brought  by  Fiona  Sands  Ltd.  Perlier  w<l 
given  four  months  to  get  rid  of  the  gocH 
which  were  said  to  be  manufactured  I 
an  Italian  company,  Perlier  SpA. 
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Charges  loss 

for  Wilts 
protesters? 


Polaroid  (UK) 
Ltd  last  week 
presented  a 
cheque  for 
£1,000  to  the 
Julia  Margaret 
Cameron 
Collection  Fund 
which  is  hoping 
io  buy  the 
collection  of  rare 
Victorian 
photographs  for 
the  National 
Portrait  Galley.  In 
addition  to  a 

direct  contribution  of  £500,  Polaroid  undertook  to  give  £1  for  each  photodealer 
placing  an  order  under  its  spring  merchandising  programme,  and  the  £1,000  is  an 
interim  payment.  At  the  presentation  are  (left  to  right)  Mr  Ian  Gilmour,  Polaroid's 
Press  officer,  Mr  Colin  Ford,  keeper  of  photography,  National  Portrait  Gallery,  and 
Mr  Frank  Dunmore,  director,  Photographic  Dealers  Association. 


rhe  Wiltshire  pharmacists  who  refused  to 
ill  in  the  backs  of  prescription  forms 
C&D,  January  19,  p53)  will  have  to  pay 
he  prescription  charges  if  they  do  not 
verify  that  the  patients  were  exempt. 

A  Department  of  Health  spokesman 
old  C&D  that  prescriptions  endorsed 
vith  a  large  "E"  have  been  priced  on  the 
issumplion  that  the  prescription  charge 
vas  collected.  The  forms  have  been  sent 

0  the  Family  Practitioner  Committee 
dministrator  who  will  make  checks 
within  reasonable  limits"  to  verify  the 
xemptions.  Where  there  are  10  or  more 
inverified  prescriptions,  the  forms  will  be 
ent  back  to  the  contractor  for  him  to  ask 
tie  patient  to  sign.  If  the  forms  are  re- 
timed to  the  FPC  within  a  month, 
iayment  due  will  be  made  on  the  next 
ccount. 

Where  there  are  fewer  than  10  un- 
ompleted  forms  or  the  exemptions  are 
tot  verified,  no  refund  of  the  prescription 
harges  will  be  made.  The  Prescription 
'ricing  Authority  is  notifying  the 
ontractors  this  week. 

Chemists'  February  sales 
jp  by  20  per  cent 

chemists'  and  photographic  goods  dealers' 
ales  showed  a  20  per  cent  rise  in  Feb- 
uary  compared  to  the  year  before.  The 
)epartment  of  Industry's  retail  sales  in- 
ex  shows  that  independent  chemists 
dvanced  by  16  per  cent  to  a  new  index 

1  125  (1971  =  100)  the  "all  chemists" 
ew  index  being  143.  The  rise  in  sales  for 
11  kinds  of  businesses  is  averaged  at  22 
»'ith  independents  19.  Figures  for  mul- 
iple  and  Co-operative  society  chemists  are 
ot  given  and  NHS  receipts  are  excluded 
rom  the  calculations. 

The  final  seasonally  adjusted  index  of 
olume  sales  for  February  for  all  kinds 
>f  businesses  is  112.3  (1971  =  100),  show- 
ig  a  fall  from  January  when  the  volume 
I  trade  probably  reflected  comparatively 
'uoyant  annual  "sales",  says  the 
)epartment. 

Addicts— alternative  supply 

The  system  of  supplying  opiate  drugs 
tirough  retail  pharmacists  is  counter- 
roductive  to  the  addict  population,  to 
ie  potential  future  addict  and  to  the 
harmacist,  whose  stocks  invite  frequent 
urglary,"  writes  Dr  A.  H.  de  C.  Freed, 
^t  Nicholas  Hospital,  Gosforth,  Newcastle 
pon  Tyne,  in  last  week's  British  Medical 
ournal.  He  describes  how  the  number  of 
egular  opiate  users  was  reduced  from  12 
o  two  when  their  drugs  were  administered 
ply  at  the  addiction  unit. 


Obligation  to  provide  'slot 
machine'  contraceptives? 

It  should  be  the  duty  of  local  authorities 
to  ensure  that  non-prescription  contra- 
ceptives are  available  through  readily- 
accessible  automatic  vending  machines, 
recommends  a  report  to  the  Family  Plan- 
ning Association  this  week.  In  the  report, 
"The  law  as  it  affects  family  planning  in 
England  and  Wales"  (Family  Planning 
Association,  27  Mortimer  Street,  London 
W1A  4QW,  £0  50)  Dr  R.  G.  Lawson, 
Southampton  University,  concludes  that 
provisions  in  the  Medicines  Act  would 
allow  the  Government  to  restrict  the  sale 
of  all  contraceptives,  but  he  recommends 
"a  simple  Family  Planning  Services  Act 
to  make  obligatory  the  provision  of  con- 
traceptives and  family  planning  services 
where  it  is  now  discretionary." 

'Optimists'  criticised 

Most  scientists  in  contraceptive  research 
and  the  general  Press  have  been  "grossly 
optimistic"  in  expecting  fundamentally 
new  advances  in  birth  control  methods 
during  the  next  10-15  years,  according 
to  Professor  Carl  Djerassi,  Stanford 
University. 

Speaking  to  the  Annual  Chemical 
Congress  at  York  last  week,  Professor 
Djerassi  said  that  anything  other  than  a 
female  contraceptive  would  not  work;  not 
only  did  a  male  "pill"  have  to  suppress 
the  production  of  millions  of  spermatozoa, 
but  the  woman  had  to  be  convinced  that 
the  man  had  taken  it.  He  also  criticised 
other  forms  of  contraception  which  had 
been  proposed,  and  felt  that  the  only 
significant  advance  in  the  next  few  years 
would  be  on  the  social  side.  Only  a  regu- 
lated society  such  as  in  China  could 
impose  contraception  on  a  country. 

No  prescribing  by  nurses 

Nurses  do  not  wish  to  have  powers  to 
prescribe,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  has  been  told. 

When  the  British  Medical  Association's 
board  of  science  and  education  published 
its  report  on  primary  health  care  teams, 
the  Council  wrote  to  the  Department  of 
Health  expressing  concern  about  the 
suggestion  in  the  report  that  in  certain 


circumstances  nurses  might  be  able  to 
"initiate  therapy". 

The  Practice  Committee  heard  that  Dr 
T.  D.  Whittet  (chief  pharmacist,  Depart- 
ment of  Health)  had  since  replied  that  a 
Department  working  party  set  up  to 
identify  areas  of  clinical  practice  in  which 
the  role  of  nurses  is  extending  had  taken 
note  of  the  BMA  report  but  had  decided 
from  the  outset  that  the  prescribing  of 
drugs  was  an  activity  which  was  in- 
appropriate for  nurses.  It  was  unlikely,  he 
had  continued,  that  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  nurses  should  be  allowed 
to  prescribe  would  arise  again,  with  the 
exception  of  the  proposal  from  certain 
gynaecologists  that  nurses  should  be 
allowed  to  prescribe  oral  contraceptives. 
That  matter  was  to  be  discussed  with  all 
the  professions  involved.  The  Council 
welcomed  the  working  party's  decision. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Law  Committee 
that  the  Society  had  been  able  to 
establish  that  nurses  in  Family  Planning 
Association  clinics  had  not  been  prescrib- 
ing oral  contraceptives.  However,  the 
method  of  issuing  repeat  prescriptions  had 
not  been  entirely  satisfactory.  The  Com- 
mittee heard  that  as  a  result  of  discussions 
with  the  FPA's  medical  officer  and 
pharmacist,  a  document  had  been  agreed 
on  the  procedure  for  the  prescribing  and 
dispensing  of  oral  contraceptives  in  FPA 
clinics. 

LRI  disappointed  by  ban 

London  Rubber  Industries  reacted  to 
being  advised  by  the  BBC  that  they  would 
not  televise  the  Shellsport  European 
Formula  5000  Championship  taking  place 
at  Silverstone  last  Saturday,  if  their  Lola 
car  carried  the  trade  name  Durex.  The 
reasons  given  were  that  it  was  one  of  those 
circumstances  which  the  BBC  felt  "may 
give  offence  to  certain  members  of  the 
public"  towards  whom  they  had  a 
responsibility. 

Although  London  Rubber  Industries  did 
not  agree  with  the  BBC's  decision  they 
did  not  wish  "to  cause  any  worry  to  the 
Silverstone  management  or  to  other  com- 
petition teams"  and  so  agreed  to  cover  up 
the  Durex  name  on  the  car  during  the 
televising  of  the  race.  The  BBC's  reference 
to  the  car  during  the  race  was  confined  to 
naming  the  driver — Richard  Scott,  and  the 
make — Lola.  The  car  finished  first. 
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1975. 

An  even  more  demanding  year 

for  Agfa  than 1974. 


Judging  by  our  sales  successes  in  the 
past  year,  1975  will  see  an  even  greater 
demand  for  our  products. 

To  help  persuade  customers  into  your 
shop  we're  running  a  hefty  advertising 
campaign  in  both  the  national  press  and 
in  photographic  magazines. 

We'll  be  telling  your  public  about  the 
unique  qualities  of  our  colour  print  film, 
colour  slide  film  and  cine  film. 

And  we'll  be  introducing  our  new 
super-fast  reversal  film,  Agfacolor  CT21. 


We'll  also  be  advertising  the  fact  that 
there's  now  a  full  range  of  Agfamatic  Pocket 
Cameras.  And  we'll  be  explaining  the 
distinctive  and  unique  virtues  of  our  Sensor 
shutter  release  and  Repitomatic  action. 

All  in  all  1975  should  add  up  to  a  pretty 
demanding  and  profitable  year  for  you. 

Providing,  that  is,  that  you  have  a  good 
stock  of  Agfa. 

Sell  with  confidence -sell  Agfa. 
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People 


Mrs  E.  Lucas-Smith,  BPharm,  FPS,  has 

been  re-elected  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Women  Pharmacists.  Miss 
VI.  A.  Burr,  OBE,  MA,  FPS,  has  been 
appointed  an  honorary  vice-president  of 
the  Association. 

VHss  Carolyn  Grey,  an  assistant  from  R. 
Fox  (Chemists)  Ltd,  Norwich,  and  Miss 
Dorothy  Otty,  Manchester,  who  had 
worked  previously  for  Boots,  were  among 
ten  finalists  on  Sunday  in  the  "Shopgirl  of 
the  year"  competition  organised  by  shop- 
fitters  City  Industrial  Ltd.  In  their  prizes 
both  received  three  months  supply  of 
Elida  hair  beauty  products,  flowers  and 
wine.  The  winner  of  the  competition  was 
Miss  Helen  McCann,  a  jeweller's  assistant 
from  East  Kilbride,  Scotland. 

Donald  Sparshott 

In  addition  to  family  and  relatives  who 
attended  the  funeral  of  Donald  Sparshott 
at  St  Giles  Church,  West  Bridgford, 
Nottingham,  there  were  colleagues  from 
many  organisations,  reflecting  the  many 
facets  of  his  interests.  Among  those 
Diesent  were  the  chairman,  directors  and 
many  colleagues  from  the  Boots  organisa- 
:ion,  members  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  together  with  the 
:hairman  and  members  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  Society.  There  were  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry,  the  Proprietary 
Association  of  Great  Britain,  the  Institute 
of  Pharmacy  Management  and  the  British 
Society  for  the  History  of  Pharmacy. 
Also  present  were  a  number  of  masonic 
:ol!eagues  and  members  of  the  local 
Council. 

Tribute  to  Mr  Sparshott  was  paid  by 
Sir  Gordon  Wilmer,  chairman  of  the 
Statutory  Committee,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Tuesday. 

News  in  brief 

□  South  west  London  general  prac- 
titioners are  discussing  whether  to  impose 
a  voluntary  ban  on  barbiturate  prescribing 
in  the  area,  but  no  final  decision  has  yet 
been  made. 

□  Sales  of  still  cameras  and  projectors  by 
UK  photographic  manufacturers  during 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1974  were  £38m, 
making  a  provisional  total  for  the  year  of 
£12-3m,  according  to  the  Department  of 
Industry's  Business  Monitor  PQ351. 

□  The  Family  Planning  Association  has 
made  a  formal  request  to  the  Department 
of  Health  for  clinic  doctors  to  be  allowed 
to  use  FP10  forms  for  prescribing  treat- 
ment for  simple  medical  conditions.  The 
idea  was  discussed  at  a  recent  conference 
of  family  planning  doctors  (C&D,  March 
22,  p375). 

J  The  Department  of  Health  say  that 
new  kidney  donor  cards  to  be  available 
later  this  year  will  not  have  a  space  for 
the  signature  of  the  holder's  next  of  kin. 
Doctors  will  no  longer  be  expected  to 
refer  to  the  relatives  before  removal  of 
'he  donors'  kidneys. 


Topical 

BY  XRAYSER 


Stimulant 

It  is  always  stimulating  to  read  the  account  of  the  conference  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Students'  Association,  although  I  observe  that  the  current 
meeting  was  the  thirty-third  such  and  that,  perforce,  those  who  were 
"stimulants"  in  the  formative  years  must  now  be  on  the  slippery  slope 
towards  senior  citizenship.  This  year's  gathering  provided  the  customary 
wide  spectrum  of  views,  some  by  younger  members  of  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  whose  student  days  are  not  far  behind  them,  but 
who  have  the  advantage  of  some  years  of  experience. 

The  meeting  was  discussing  what  sort  of  a  pharmacist  the  introvert 
pharmacy  student  might  make,  and  Mr  D.  Dalglish,  a  member  of  the  Society's 
Council,  concluded  that  "if  you  are  an  introvert,  I  hold  out  very  little  hope 
for  you  in  pharmacy  today."  Mr  Dalglish  may  be  right  in  that.  He  is  closer 
to  the  period  of  this  year's  student  that  I  am.  But  I  cannot  help  wondering 
if  the  hope  of  pharmacy  in  the  future  is  not  more  likely  to  reside  within  the 
introvert,  who  may  be  sufficiently  withdrawn  from  the  drive  and  the  urge  to 
be  able  to  resist  the  turmoil  of  commerce  and  take  a  detached  view.  It  seems 
that  the  extrovert — if  we  are  talking  about  the  same  thing — may  simply 
accept  and  conform,  taking  things  as  he  finds  them,  and  eventually  making 
every  effort  to  outdo  the  entrepreneur  along  the  road.  (Once  again  I  am  a 
little  out  of  my  depth,  for  in  my  younger  days,  the  entrepreneur  was  the 
showman  who  organised  entertainments.) 

Dr  P.  Noyce,  lecturer  in  pharmaceutics,  referred  to  pharmacy  students  as 
academically  introverted  and  socially  introspective,  saying  that  the  academic 
spectrum  they  followed  was  limited  by  their  course  and  socially  introspective 
because  the  intensity  of  the  course  allowed  little  discourse  between 
pharmacy  and  other  disciplines.  I  have  a  feeling  that  the  same  might  be  true 
of  other  disciplines  which,  it  has  been  said,  succeed  only  in  turning  out 
people  who  know  more  about  less  and  less.  How  can  one,  fresh  from  a 
lecture  on  bioavailability,  hold  social  concourse  over  lunch  with  a  student 
who  has  just  come  from  listening  to  a  man  who  could  "write  a  washing  bill 
in  Babylonic  Cuneiform",  or  "quote  in  elegiacs  all  the  crimes  of 
Heliogabalus."  There  must  be  common  ground. 


reflections 


Integration 

Dr  Noyce  later  discussed  specialisation.  He  thought  that  there  should  be 
some  link  between  schools  of  pharmacy,  medical  schools  and  schools  of 
nursing,  since  a  lack  of  integration  at  student  level  led  To  reticence  at 
professional  level.  In  that,  I  agree  with  Dr  Noyce.  He  thought  it  logical  that 
at  least  part  of  the  training  should  be  undertaken  within  the  same 
environment  as  other  health  professions  such  as  medicine,  dentistry  and 
nursing.  That  seems  to  point  to  a  future  which  provide  for  all  the  health 
professions  undertaking  their  life's  work  training  within  the  same 
environment.  It  may  not  be  possible  to  stop  short  at  training. 

Caution 

Mrs  Jean  Banks  raised  perhaps  the  most  important  point  in  her  reference 
to  "counter-prescribing".  She  asked  if  pharmacists  might  not  make  some 
very  grave  mistake  if  they  prescribed  without  being  properly  trained.  Messrs 
Dalglish  and  Bannerman  felt  that,  in  general,  the  year  of  pre-graduate 
training  was  long  enough  to  take  care  of  that,  but  Mrs  Banks — and  very 
wisely  in  my  opinion — questioned  that.  It  may  be  possible  to  alleviate 
symptoms,  but  even  that  poses  hazards.  The  first  essential  is  informed 
diagnosis,  and  we  are  not  trained  in  diagnosis. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 

London  branch  changes 
deferred  for  a  year 


Pharmaceutical  Society  branches  in 
Greater  London  are  to  be  allowed  a  year's 
grace  on  the  proposed  boundary  changes, 
the  Society's  Council  decided  at  its 
meeting  last  week. 

While  reaffirming  the  policy  that  the 
boundaries  of  one  or  more  branches 
should  be  coterminous  with  those  of  one 
or  more  NHS  area  health  authorities,  the 
Council  recognised  that  there  were  special 
difficulties  in  London,  where  the  health 
authority  boundaries  were  very  different 
from  those  of  most  of  the  branches.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  branches  in  the  Greater 
London  area  should  be  allowed  time  for 
further  consultations  between  themselves 
on  their  boundaries,  with  a  view  to  sub- 
mitting proposals  to  the  Council  as  soon 
as  possible  based  on  the  Society's 
policy.  Those  proposals  would  then  be 
implemented  on  April  1,  1976. 

Comments  considered 

The  Organisation  Committee  considered 
comments  made  by  branches  on  the  new 
boundaries.  The  Committee  agreed  that, 
in  the  Border  region,  one  branch  should 
comprise  the  territory  covered  by  the 
Northumberland,  Gateshead,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne  and  North  Tyneside  area 
health  authorities,  and  that  the  South 
Lincolnshire  branch  should  embrace  the 
Boston,  South  Kesteven  and  South 
Holland  districts  and  that  part  of  the 
East  Lindsey  district  not  included  in  the 
Grimsby  branch.  However,  the  Com- 
mittee decided  that  no  change  should  be 
made  in  its  previous  decisions  relating  to 
the  Bedfordshire,  Slough,  East  Kent,  and 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  branches. 

However  when  the  Council  considered 
the  matter,  Mr  M.  Gordon  suggested  that 
the  Warwickshire  problem  needed  further 
consideration.  The  request  was  not  against 
the  general  policy  of  the  Council.  After 
discussion  the  recommendation  was 
rejected,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  new 
branch  should  be  comprised  of  the  terri- 
tory covered  by  Solihull,  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  AHAs. 

The  registrar,  Mr  D.  Lewis,  reported 
the  death  of  Mr  Donald  Sparshott.  The 
president,  Mr  C.  C.  B.  Stevens,  said  his 
death  was  a  grievous  loss  to  those  who 
knew  him,  and  a  loss  to  pharmacy.  He 
had  had  the  greatest  effect  on  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  in  his  position  for  many 
years  as  superintendent  pharmacist  of 
Boots — a  unique  position  to  influence 
young  men  entering  the  paths  of 
pharmacy.  He  had  inculcated  in  all  those 
who  came  in  contact  with  him  a  respect 
and  love  for  the  profession,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  that  there  were  literally 
thousands  of  people  on  the  register  today 
who  had  an  affection  for  Donald,  and 
who  would  long  remember  him.  Members 
stood  in  silence  as  a  mark  of  respect. 


Mr  Lewis  reported  that  Mr  Stevens, 
Professor  Beckett  and  he  had  visited  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  in 
March.  A  discussion  had  taken  place  on 
the  development  of  pharmaceutical  edu- 
cation in  the  Republic  and  the  institution 
of  the  new  four-year  degree  course  at 
Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

The  National  Phamaceutical  Union  has 
requested  an  early  meeting  of  the  joint 
committee  with  the  Society,  suggesting 
discussion  on  personal  control,  recent 
"potentially  dangerous  publicity"  about 
the  nationalisation  of  retail  pharmacies, 
and  forged  prescriptions. 

Preregistration  places 

The  1974-75  analysis  of  preregistration 
experience  places  shows  that  for  1974,  a 
total  of  852  graduates  was  undertaking 
such  experience,  compared  with  755  in 
1973  and  772  in  1972,  and  the  number  of 
graduates  undertaking  joint  hospital/ 
industrial  preregistration  schemes  had 
increased  more  than  threefold  to  38  (12 
in  1973  and  10  in  1972).  Based  on  current 
intakes,  there  would  be  about  1,100 
graduates  in  1977  (911  in  1974),  so  about 
200  more  preregistration  experience  places 
would  probably  be  needed. 

It  was  agreed  to  forward  that  infor- 
mation to  the  Central  NHS  (Chemist 
Contractors)  Committee  which  was 
negotiating  with  the  Department  of  Health 
the  details  for  the  implementation  of  a 
direct  reimbursement  scheme  for  general 
practice  employers  of  preregistration 
graduates.  Currently  all  contractors  bene- 
fitted from  the  amount  related  to  pre- 
registration experience  in  the  remuneration 
calculations. 

Pharmacy  academic  levels 

A  report  of  the  November,  1974, 
meeting  of  the  working  party  on  the  level 
of  academic  attainment  in  pharmacy  of 
the  Committee  for  Higher  Education  and 
Research  of  the  Council  of  Europe  was 
considered.  The  working  party  agreed 
that  it  was  necessary  to  set  up  a  European 
advisory  council  to  advise  governments, 
professional  associations  and  universities 
on  the  desirable  academic  level  of  attain- 
ment in  pharmacy  and  that  the  criteria 
outlined  in  its  report  should  serve  as  a 
basis  for  the  work  of  such  an  advisory 
council. 

The  Committee  for  Higher  Education 
and  Research  is  to  be  informed  of  the 
Council's  support  for  the  principles  of  the 
report  and  asked  to  invite  the  Society  to 
appoint  a  representative  to  the  proposed 
European  academic  advisory  council. 

The  Committee  noted  that  the  BMA's 
General  Medical  Services  Committee  had 
accepted  in  principle  the  Society's  pro- 
posal that  a  "box"  should  be  included  on 
NHS   prescription   forms   in   which  the 


prescriber  could  indicate  the  number  of  I 
day's   treatment   required.   It   was  noted 
that    the    GMSC    acceptance    was  con- 
ditional upon  it  being  made  clear  that  the 
use  of  the  "box"  would  be  optional.  It  was 
decided  to  consult  the  Central  NHS  Com- 
mittee  and   the   Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  (Scotland)  on  the  proposal,  prior 
to  any  further  discussions  with  the  BMA.  j 
A  letter  from  the  Department  of  Health  J 
concerning   the   proposal   that   the  pre-  1 
scriber's      telephone      number      should  I 
be  included  on  NHS  prescription  forms 
was  considered.  The  Council  is  to  write 
to    the    Department    requesting    that  it 
should  commend  the  suggestion  to  the 
administrators    of    FPCs.    It    was  also 
decided  that  the  Central  NHS  (Chemist 
Contractors)    Committee   should    be  re- 
quested to  bring  the  recommendation  to 
the    attention    of    secretaries    of  area 
chemist  contractors  committees  so  that  the 
representatives   of   those   committees  on 
FPCs  could  press  the  point. 

NHS  disciplinary  procedures 

Whitley  Council  proposals  for  the 
disciplinary  procedures  likely  to  apply  to 
pharmacists  and  other  professions  (apart 
from  doctors  and  dentists)  in  the  managed 
NHS  services  were  compared  with  the 
Department's  guidance  on  disciplinary 
proceedings  involving  hospital  doctors  or 
dentists  by  the  hospital  practice  sub- 
committee. The  subcommittee  felt  that 
there  was  an  important  difference  in 
principle  between  the  two  documents.  In 
the  case  of  doctors  and  dentists  involved 
in  an  incident  concerning  professional 
conduct  or  professional  competence,  pre- 
liminary inquiries  were  made  by  a 
member  of  the  profession  concerned  to 
assist  in  establishing  whether  a  prima  facie 
case  had  been  made  out.  When  that  pro- 
fessional person  was  presenting  the  facts 
to  the  chairman  of  the  appropriate  auth- 
ority he  was  in  a  position  to  say  what 
was  the  normal  medical  or  dental  practice 
in  such  a  situation.  The  subcommittee  felt 
that  pharmacists  and  other  professions  in 
the  health  service  should  have  the  benefit 
of  a  similar  system  of  preliminary  investi- 
gation. 

The  Society's  suggestion  that  area 
pharmaceutical  officers  should  be  provided 
with  much  more  background  information 
about  general  practice  pharmacy  services 
through  regional  seminars  and  annual 
national  meetings  was  discussed  with  Dr 
David  Owen  at  a  meeting  on  March  20. 
Dr  Owen  was  against  the  organisation  of 
a  national  meeting  of  APhOs  but  he  did 
recognise  the  need  for  regional  and  area 
pharmaceutical  officers  to  have  some  access 
to  the  views  of  the  professional  body  on 
any  particular  question.  He  felt,  therefore, 
that  the  Society's  case  would  be  met  if, 
at  one  annual  meeting  of  area  pharma- 
ceutical officers  organised  at  each  regional 
level,  provision  was  made  for  the  Society 
to  put  the  views  of  the  profession  to 
APhOs.  Similarly,  the  chief  pharmacist  at 
the  Department  of  Health  held  regular 
quarterly  meetings  with  RPhOs,  and  the 
Society  would  be  invited  to  one  such 
meeting  each  year.  The  Council  welcomed 
Dr  Owen's  proposals. 

The  Price  Commission  has  agreed  to  the 
revisions  of  the  Society's  recommended 
method  of  pricing  private  prescriptions 
and  counter-prescribed  preparations. 
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Sixteen  Council  candidates 


and  their  policies 

Pharmacists  on  the  register  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  will  soon  be  receiving  their  ballot  papers 
for  the  1975  Council  election.  This  year  there  are  16 
candidates  for  the  normal  seven  vacancies.  Policy  statements 
of  each  contestant  are  presented  for  those  voters  unable  to 
attend  meetings  to  hear  candidates'  views;  more  detailed 
biographies  accompany  the  voting  papers.  Voting  papers 
must  be  received  back  not  later  than  noon  May  23. 


Mr.    N.    Baumber,  BPharm, 

Grantham,  Lines.  Qualified 
1970.  Proprietor  pharmacist. 
At  a  time  when  contractors  and 
their  employees  can  have  little 
faith  in  their  negotiators  main- 
taining an  already  inadequate 
level  of  NHS  remuneration; 
when  government  seeks  to 
interfere  with  manufacturing 
profits  and  thereby  further 
pressurise  highly  competitive 
and  vulnerable  retail  margins; 
when  the  self-employed  are 
forced  into  resisting  excessive 
and  unfair  legislation;  when 
inflation  threatens  to  impo- 
verish those  on  fixed  incomes 
and  centrally  negotiated  sala- 
ries; when  the  multiples  are 
playing  monopoly  with  inde- 
pendent pharmaceutical  re- 
tailers and  wholesalers  and  the 
only  successor  to  your  business 
is  either  "Big  Money"  or  "Big 
Brother";  then  I  believe  that 
we  need  as  much  representa- 
tion as  possible  on  a  strong 
Council  to  protect  our  interests 
against  economic,  political  and 
bureaucratic  trends  that  can 
lead  to  nationalisation,  bank- 
ruptcy and  the  extinction  of 
retail  pharmacy. 
We  do  not  have  a  strong 
Council.  We  do  not  appear  to 
have  heeded  the  warning  signs. 
We  shall  continue  to  be  long- 
suffering  in  adversity  if  we  do 
not  overcome  the  fear  of 
defending  ourselves.  Our 
"campaign  for  democratic 
pharmacy"  seeks  change  from 
within  pharmacy  to  sow  the 
seed  of  strategy  that  is  able  to 
resist  change  from  without. 
We  must  start  by  building  an 
effective  Council.  We  need 
versatile  policies  of  guardian- 
ship, not  the  entrenched 
attitudes  of  paternalism.  We 
need  external  influence  and 
support,  not  timid  isolation. 
We  need  positive  policy 
leadership  and  neither  acquies- 


cent figureheads  nor  messianic 
expectation. 

I  am  drawn  into  standing  for 
election  to  Council  because 
there  is  so  much  that  is  vital 
that  needs  to  be  done  and  is 
being  neglected  for  reasons 
which  must  rever  be  allowed 
to  get  beyond  the  control  of 
the  membership.  The  safe- 
guard of  our  future  depends 
on  it. 


Professor  A.  H.  Beckett,  DSc, 
PbD,  FPS,  FRIC,  Chlslehurst, 
Kent.  Qualified  1942.  Professor 
of  pharmaceutical  chemistry 
and  head  of  department  of 
pharmacy,  Chelsea  College, 
University  of  London. 
I  present  myself  for  new 
election  to  Council  so  that  I 
may  continue  to  serve  as  your 
representative  for  the  profes- 
sion as  a  whole.  There  are 
enough  external  problems  and 
pressures  for  the  profession 
without  adding  to  our  difficul- 
ties by  disunity  and  undue 
emphasis  on  sectional  interests. 
I  offer  my  experience  in 
teaching  and  research,  in 
service  on  pharmaceutical, 
Department  of  Health,  hospi- 
tal service  and  EEC  and 
international  committees,  my 
earlier  background  in  general 
practice,  my  close  links  with 
hospital  pharmacy  and  with 
the  pharmaceutical  industry, 
and  my  experience  in  project- 
ing publically  and  to  sister 
professions  the  image  of 
pharmacy  as  a  science-based 
profession. 

If  re-elected,  I  will  emphasise 
the  following:  (1)  the  impor- 
tance of  not  increasing  the 
number  of  entrants  into  the 
profession;  (2)  opposition  to 
supply  of  medicines  at  all  levels 
except  under  the  control  of 
pharmacists;  (3)  the  impor- 
tance of  our  benefiting  from 


this  professional  role  and 
image  of  the  pharmacist  in 
EEC  countries;  (4)  the  special 
responsibility  of  the  pharma- 
cist in  general  and  hospital 
practice  and  in  industry  as  the 
expert  on  medicines  and  an 
expert  on  drugs;  (5)  increased 
publicity  at  all  levels  for  the 
importance  and  responsibility 
of  the  pharmacist  in  the 
community;  (6)  opposition  to 
other  than  an  integrated  course 
in  the  education  of  the 
pharmacist  and  to  the  proposal 
that  science  graduates  from 
some  other  disciplines  can  be 
given  pharmaceutical  respon- 
sibility after  a  "topping  up" 
educational  programme;  (7) 
the  importance  of  continuing 
education  programmes  invol- 
ving the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Department  of  Health 
and  schools  of  pharmacy;  (8) 
the  importance  of  the  pharma- 
cist as  a  member  of  the  health 
team  and  the  necessity  of 
adequate  remuneration  for  his 
services  when  he  carries  out 
this  role  in  general  practice  in 
conjunction  with  his  pharma- 
ceutical business  activities. 


Mr.  J.  C  Bloomfield,  OBE, 
FPS.  Portsmouth.  Qualified 
1940.  Proprietor  pharmacist. 
During  my  Council  member- 
ship I  have  worked  consistently 
to  unite  the  various  branches 
of  the  profession.  To  extend 
my  understanding  of  the 
problems  facing  members  in 
the  different  fields  of  practice, 
I  have  served  at  varying  times 
on  all  the  practice  subcommit- 
tees— agricultural  and  veterin- 
ary, general  practice,  hospital 
and  industrial.  Currently  I  am 
serving  as  chairman  of  hospital 
practice,  am  a  member  of 
industrial  practice,  and  am 
well  aware  of  the  problems 
facing  general  practice,  as  the 


proprietor  of  a  single 
pharmacy.  I  appreciate  the 
anxieties  of  the  employee 
pharmacist  over  Common 
Market  membership  and 
would  certainly  use  my 
influence  to  see  that  their 
interests  are  safeguarded.  As 
professional  secretary  of  the 
general  practice  section  of 
F1P.  I  have  regular  contact 
with  pharmacists  throughout 
the  world,  and  can  claim  some 
expertise  in  international 
affairs.  In  my  view  the 
profession  is  crying  out  for 
leadership,  but  the  Council  can 
only  go  as  far  and  as  fast  as 
the  membership  will  allow.  If 
re-elected,  I  will  continue  to 
serve  the  profession  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  working  always 
for  its  advancement,  and  for 
just  financial  rewards  com- 
mensurate with  its  obligations 
to  society. 

Mrs.  Joyce  Gilbert,  BPharm, 
FPS,  Leicester.  Qualified  1944. 
Locum  in  general  practice. 
My  policy  is  to  ensure  that 
Council  represents  the  electo- 
rate within  the  guidelines  of 
professionalism  and  support 
for  all  branches  of  pharmacy. 
Pharmacists  are  the  experts  on 
drugs  -  for  formulation,  manu- 
facture, dispensing,  storage 
and  advice  on  administration. 
This  fact  should  be  acknow- 
ledged in  Great  Britain  and  the 
EEC  by  both  laws  and 
accepted  practice. Council  must 
listen  to  young  pharmacists 
who  are  stepping  into  a  future 
which  may  be  dominated  by 
the  EEC  in  which  pharmacy  is 
still  negotiating  its  rightful 
place.  Older  members,  with 
valuable  experience  in  the  past 
and  present  NHS,  must  also 
influence  Council  action. 
Improved  methods  of  com- 
munication should  be  sought 
to  discover  opinions. 
Relevant  education  to  equip 
candidates  for  careers  in  a 
fully  employed  profession  is 
essential.  Postgraduate  up- 
dating and  refresher  courses, 
also  vital,  require  regional  and 
local  planning  to  fit  the  actual 
requirements  of  pharmacists. 
Retraining  and  part-time 
duties  should  be  available  for 
pharmacists  who,  having  had 
to  leave  the  profession  tem- 
porarily, wish  to  return. 
National  understanding  of  the 


function  of  pharmacy  in  safe- 
guarding community  health  is 
necessary  to  win  public  sup- 
port. This  is  helped  by  using 
the  media  and  also  by  pharma- 
cists participating  in  admini- 
stration involving  other  disci- 
plines. My  experience,  based 
broadly  in  industry  and  retail 
and  in  many  committees,  both 
management  and  educational, 
inside  and  outside  pharmacy, 
encourages  me  to  offer  my 
services  for  Council.  As  a 
member  of  a  Community 
Health  Council,  I  am  con- 
cerned with  NHS  reorganisa- 
tion. Peripatetic  locum  work 
and  regular  attendance  at 
pharmaceutical  meetings  and 
conferences,  means  that  I  do 
listen  to  members'  views.  It 
may  be  that  Council  awaits 
"the  wind  of  change"  but  if  so, 
it  must  blow  fair  for  all.  If 
elected,  I  promise  to  present 
and  press  the  electorate's  views 
in  Council  and  to  work  for  the 
highest  rewards  for  all  pharma- 
cists. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Howarth,  Notting- 
ham. Qualified  1942.  Employed 
in  general  practice  administra- 
tion. 

I  support  employee  representa- 
tion but  my  over-riding  con- 
sideration is  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  profession. 
The  draft  EEC  Directive  V 
would  virtually  have  elimi- 
nated all  company  pharmacies 
and  their  employees.  It  was 
wrong,  both  for  the  profession 
and  for  the  country.  New 
directives  must  be  publicised 
and  openly  discussed  to 
attempt  to  present  a  united 
profession  to  Europe. 
Retail  pharmacy  businesses 
are  being  overwhelmed  by 
restrictions.  We  are  now  to: 
compete  with  supermarkets 
with  our  hands  tied  by  the 
Medicines  Act;  face  prosecu- 
tion under  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Act  and  censure  under 
NHS  testing  whilst  doctors  are 
exempt;  be  hounded  like 
criminals  by  local  officials 
under  the  Trade  Descriptions 
Act;  be  persecuted  by  con- 
sumer protection  activities, 
and  operate  a  complicated 
VAT  system. 

I     will     vigorously  oppose 
legislation    imposing  further 
penalties  on  the  retail  pharma- 
continued  on  p516 
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cist  whose  life  is  becoming 
intolerable  under  this  burden. 
Planned  distribution  should 
cover  the  area  around  health 
centres.  In  rural  areas,  to 
combat  doctors  dispensing, 
pharmacy  should  operate 
within  flexible  hours  to  provide 
a  pharmaceutical  service  for  a 
designated  area  by  means  of 
"satellites"  and  collection  and 
delivery  services.  Community 
councils  are  now  active  and 
co-operation  with  them  will  be 
to  our  advantage. 
Hospital  and  gp  pharmacists 
must  unite  in  the 
new  professional  committees 
to  ensure  pharmacy 
speaks  with  one  voice. 
We  must  devise  schemes  for 
retail  pharmacists  to  receive 
financial  incentives  for  post- 
graduate studies  as  do  other 
health  professions  -  the  time 
was  never  more  opportune. 
Retail  pharmacy  businesses 
provide  the  community  with  a 
first  class  service  and  we  must 
ensure  their  economic  viability 
in  order  to  maintain  this 
service. 


Mr.  A.  Howells,  OBE,  FPS, 

Bexleyheath,  Kent.  Qualified 
1927 .  Proprietor  pharmacist. 
Do  you  expect  promises  from 
me  -  promises  so  easily  made 
and  sweet  sounding  to  every 
pharmacist's  ears?  Promises  I 
know  by  experience  are  so 
completely  unrealistic  that 
inevitably  they  have  to  be 
forgotten  soon  after  the  candi- 
date has  been  elected  to 
Council. 

In  place,  therefore,  of  promises 
to  achieve  the  impossible  I 
undertake,  if  re-elected,  to 
continue  to  use  my  experience 
gained  not  only  in  this  country 
but  in  the  many  countries  I 
have  visited  recently  on  behalf 
of  the  Society  and  more 
especially  of  the  Common- 
wealth Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation. 

Although  I  have  chosen  to 
earn  my  living  in  general 
practice  I  think  I  can  rightly 
claim  that  in  my  pharma- 
ceutical political  life  I  have 
demonstrated  my  belief  and 
confidence  in  the  profession  as 
a  whole,  regardless  of  the 
particular  branch  in  which  we 
each  happen  to  work. 
There  is  a  Welsh  Office  of 
Health  in  Cardiff  but  no  chief 


pharmacist,  only  an  adviser. 
There  is  a  chief  pharmacist  in 
England,  Scotland  and  N 
Ireland.  Why  not  in  Wales?  I 
shall  not  rest  until  this 
intolerable  situation  is  rectified. 
If  pharmacists  are  to  take 
their  place  and  play  a  full  part 
in  the  National  Health  Service 
then  there  must  be  much 
closer  co-operation  and  co- 
ordination between  hospital 
and  general  practice  pharmacy. 
So  far  little  attempt  has  been 
made  to  ensure  that  RPO's 
and  APO's  are  properly 
briefed  to  carry  out  this 
essential  work  in  the  interests 
of  the  patient. 

There  is  also  a  need  for  more 
money  to  be  made  available  to 
the  pharmaceutical  service  not 
only  in  the  form  of  increased 
remuneration  but  also  in  the 
field  of  postgraduate  educa- 
tion. 


Mrs.  Enid  Lucas-Smith. 
BPharm,  FPS,  Langley,  Bucks, 
Qualified  1939.  Proprietor 
pharmacist. 

I  stand  for  re-election  to  the 
Council  in  the  interests  of  all 
pharmacists.  We  each  take  our 
part  in  the  provision  of  the 
health  service  of  the  country 
and  in  order  to  do  this  our  own 
viability  must  be  maintained. 
This  is  equally  true  whether  we 
are  our  own  proprietors  with 
the  consequent  risks  and 
benefits,  or  employed  -  by 
companies  or  by  the  State  -  on 
a  "ladder  career".  It  is  essential 
that  we  all  maintain  high 
standards  of  education  and 
practice  throughout  our 
pharmaceutical  lives;  it  is 
through  Council  deliberations 
and  decisions  that  we  will 
progress  to  a  satisfying  future. 
I  never  minimise  financial 
viability  and  all  groups  within 
the  Society  -  the  hospital,  the 
industrial  and  other  employee 
groups  must  work  in  the 
interests  of  the  profession.  It  is 
from  personal  contact  we 
solve  problems  and  it  is  my 
intention  to  work  in  the 
interest  of  all  pharmacists. 


Mr.  T.  E.  Owen,  Stockport. 
Qualified  1947.  Boots  Co 
branch  manager. 
The  Society's  Council,  as  our 
representative  body,  has  been 
more  successful  in  ensuring 


that  pharmacy  is  presented  to 
the  public  as  a  responsible 
profession  and  in  ensuring  that 
the  rules,  both  statutory  and 
ethical,  are  complied  with.  It 
has  not,  however,  been  so 
successful  in  catering  for  the 
professional  welfare  of  the 
pharmacist  as  an  individual.  In 
this  field,  the  Council  appears 
to  be  somewhat  handicapped, 
not  only  by  its  limitations 
under  the  conditions  of  the 
Charter,  but  by  the  lack  of 
information  and  opinion  from 
its  members. 

I  would  advocate  the  setting 
up  of  a  working  party  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of 
communications  within  the 
Society  and  into  the  feasability 
of  retaining  the  services  of 
management  consultants  to 
ascertain  what  individuals  and 
occupational  groups  expect 
from  their  Society.  Should  the 
working  party,  after  inviting 
opinion  from  all  sections  of 
the  profession  report  that  in 
its  opinion  change  is  desirable, 
efforts  should  be  made  to 
implement  such  changes  even 
if  it  entails  renegotiating  the 
Charter. 

It  may  be  found  that  the  line  of 
communication  via  the 
branches  and  branch  repre- 
sentatives' conference  is  not 
the  best,  bearing  in  mind  the 
lack  of  support  for  branch 
meetings.  It  may  also  be 
considered  desirable  that  the 
constitution  of  the  Council 
should  ensure  that  each  of  the 
main  occupational  sections  of 
the  profession  is  represented 
on  Council.  The  occupational 
organisations  NPU,  Guild  and 
employee  organisations  are 
better  informed  regarding  the 
opinions  of  their  respective 
members  and  should  be 
provided  with  the  means  of 
passing  on  this  information 
directly  to  the  Council. 
Change  will  take  time,  but  we 
must  first  investigate  profes- 
sionally into  what  change  is 
necessary;  then  act  accordingly 
to  make  an  up-to-date  society 
of  pharmacists  capable  in 
protecting  the  interests  of 
pharmacists  in  this  era  of 
confrontation  policies. 


Mr.    J.    G.    Roberts,  FPS, 

Chester.  Qualified  1942. 
Regional  pharmaceutical  officer. 
The  pharmacist  is  an  indepen- 


dent member  of  the  health 
team  and  must  be  recognised 
and  remunerated  as  such. 
Commercial  enterprise  has,  of 
necessity,  to  be  resorted  to  by 
general  practice  pharmacists 
to  survive.  They  are  usually 
contracted  to  be  available  for 
dispensing  9  a.m.-6  p.m.  but 
are  rewarded  item  by  item  of 
dispensing,  taking  no  account 
of  their  availability  as  a  health 
adviser.  I  have  never  yet 
witnessed  a  pharmacist  re- 
fusing to  advise  a  patient 
whether  or  not  he  dispenses  a 
prescription  or  makes  a  sale 
following  his  advice.  He  acts 
as  a  filter  of  patients  to  the 
doctor  and  spends  many  hours 
interpreting  instructions  from 
doctor  to  doctor  or  patient  and 
clearing  up  the  chaos  from 
medical  deputising  services 
and  "shot  in  the  dark"  repeat 
prescriptions  written  by  medi- 
cal receptionists.  He  does  this 
under  the  most  adverse  condi- 
tions of  communication  and 
acts  as  a  watchdog  on  patients' 
safety,  certainly  without  pay- 
ment and  often  without 
thanks.  He  brings  a  wealth  of 
training  and  experience  to  the 
performance  of  all  these  duties 
and  receives  no  credit. 
The  restructuring  of  the  health 
service  has  provided  oppor- 
tunities unrivalled  in  the  past 
for  co-operation  between  the 
health  professions.  Pharma- 
cists in  all  sectors  must  be 
encouraged  to  co-operate  in 
the  interest  of  the  patient  and 
the  general  practitioner 
pharmacist  must  have  a  new 
contract  which  will  reward  him 
as  a  professional.  Hospital 
pharmacy  must  continue  to 
develop  hand  in  hand  with 
general  practice  pharmacy.  An 
official  review  of  Part  IV 
services  should  be  undertaken 
to  determine  the  level  of 
service  required,  bearing  in 
mind  the  interest  of  the 
community,  patients'  safety 
and  proper  utilisation  of  the 
pharmacist's  expertise.  The 
rural  dispensing  problem  can 
and  must  be  solved.  Council 
must  be  truly  representative  of 
the  mood  and  interest  of  all 
pharmacists,  including  mino- 
rity groups  and  must  demon- 
strate its  collective  responsibi- 
lity for  our  future. 


Mr.  C.  H.  Preston  Robinson, 
FPS,  DBA,  Mansfield,  Notts. 
Qualified  1932.  Hospital  group 
pharmaceutical  officer  until 
retirement  in  1974. 
Pharmacy  as  a  profession 
makes  its  contribution  to  the 
health  services  in  co-operation 
with  other  major  health 
service  professions.  In  this 
multi-disciplinary  approach  to 
the  clinical  and  managerial 
aspects  of  the  re-organised 
health  service,  the  value  of  the 
present  pharmaceutical  con- 
tribution is  not  appreciated  nor 
is  its  future  potential  fully 
realised.  In  order  that  there 
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may  be  true  pharmaceutica 
participation  in  the  health 
service,  the  profession  must  be 
represented  in  all  places,  local 
and  national,  where  policy 
decisions  are  made.  I  will  try 
to  ensure  such  pharmaceutical 
representation.  I  have  had  a 
number  of  years  experience  as 
an  employee  pharmacist  in 
general  practice  (both  com- 
pany and  private),  occasionally 
refreshed  by  a  spell  of  locum 
work.  This  experience  has 
made  me  conscious  of  the 
important  part  played  by 
pharmacists  both  as  chemist- 
contractors  and  as  suppliers  of 
medicinal  products  to  the 
public.  Consequently,  I  believe 
that  the  marriage  between 
professional  pharmacy  and 
commerce  must  be  arranged 
without  destroying  the  public 
image  of  pharmacy.  Therefore, 
I  support  the  present  Council's 
endeavour  to  prevent  the 
misuse  of  the  terms  "chemist" 
and  "pharmacy"  in  adverti- 
sing. 

Hospital  pharmacy  having 
achieved  some  economic  stabi- 
lity is  now  in  a  strong  position 
to  make  further  progress  in  the 
direction  of  (a)  further  recog- 
nition of  the  responsibility 
carried  by  the  middle  grades  of 
staff  and  principal  pharmacist; 
increased  recognition  of  the 
need  for  specialist  posts;  and 
greater  involvement  in  the 
community  health  service. 
I  have  made  it  quite  clear  on 
three  previous  occasions  that  I 
strongly  oppose  any  extension 
of  dispensing  or  supervision  of 
dispensing  by  medical  practi- 
tioners and  time  has  not 
modified  by  view-point.  As  I 
retire  from  full-time  employ- 
ment in  August,  I  hope  to  have 
the  time  and  the  energy  to 
continue  to  serve  the  profes- 
sion. 


Mr.  C.  D.  Ross,  Bourne,  Lines. 
Qualified  1954.  Proprietor 
pharmacist. 

With  retail  pharmacies  closing 
at  the  present  disturbing  rate, 
and  I  believe  our  strength  in 
the  eyes  of  Government  being 
the  wide  coverage  which  at  the 
moment  we  provide,  the 
emphasis  in  all  pharmaceutical 
policy  should  be  in  main- 
taining economic  viability.  In 
recent  years,  the  Society  seems 
to  have  adopted  a  policy  of 
seeking  the  highest  ideals, 
without  questioning  if  they  are 
always  practical  or  too  res- 
trictive. 

One  must  question  the  familia- 
rity of  the  Council  with  the 
pressures  which  the  working 
pharmacist  has  to  face.  High 
ideals  count  for  nothing  if  the 
shop  door  has  closed  for  the 
last  time. 

The  reason  for  the  attitude  of 
the  Society,  one  suspects,  is 
that  the  average  pharmacist, 
and  I  claim  to  be  nothing 
more,  is  deterred  from  seeking 
election   to   the   Council  by 


A.  Howells 


Enid  Lucas-Smith 


T.  E.  Owen 


J.  G.  Roberts 


C.  H.  Preston  Robinson 
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Pressures  on  time  and  money 
to  pay  locum  fees,  etc.  This 
results  in  a  Council  which  has 
little  idea  of  what  it  is  like  to 
stand  behind  a  counter  or  a 
dispensing  bench.  The  turning 
down  of  the  BMA  proposal  of 
a  moratorium  on  rural  dis- 
pensing is  a  good  example  of 
losing  an  opportunity  for 
halting  the  spread  of  a 
problem  because  of  a  principle 
held  to  be  more  important  than 
the  good  of  pharmacy. 
It  is  time  for  a  radical  re- 
appraisal of  the  really  impor- 
tant issues  in  pharmacy  - 
planned  distribution,  man- 
power and  the  rural  problem 
together  with  sale  of  animal 
medicines.  It  is  time  a  fresh 
approach  was  made  to  solve 
these  pragmatically.  I  believe 
that  the  inspectorate  could  be 
a  valuable  help  in  explaining 
and  helping  pharmacists  to 
keep  abreast  of  pharmacy  law, 
but  too  often  it  has  been  intent 
on  finding  fault  and  main- 
taining a  superior  attitude. 
Our  profession  will  only  gain 
true  standing  by  greatly 
expanding  postgraduate  stu- 
dies. This  must  be  dealt  with 
urgently,  residential  and  week- 
end courses  must  be  provided 
and  some  system  of  financial 
incentive  used  to  ensure  their 
success.  If  elected,  I  shall  try 
to  make  Council  more  open 
to  the  Central  NHS  Con- 
tractors' Committee  and  the 
NPU.  I  will  endeavour  to  see 
that  no  undue  interference 
with  these  generally  active 
bodies  will  occur. 


Mr.  A.  Roxburgh,  FPS,  Prest- 
wick,  Ayrshire.  Qualified  1935. 
Chief  administrative  pharma- 
ceutical officer,  Greater 
Glasgow  Health  Board. 
We  have  reached  a  stage  in  the 
practice  of  our  profession 
which  calls  for  decisive, 
definitive  action.  We  need: 
(1)  critical  re-assessment  of  the 
situation  today  followed  by  a 
vigorous  projection  of  phar- 
macy as  a  major  health  care 
profession  with  a  unique  role 
to  play  in  patient  care;  (2) 
compulsive  argument  for  arres- 
ting the  dangerous  eroding  of 
so  much  of  the  professional 
services  of  pharmacists  in  the 
community  in  relation  to 
doctor  dispensing  and  also 
with  regard  to  services  which 
are  being  provided  or  may  be 
provided  by  Health  Authorities 
instead  of  by  general  practice 
pharmacists;  (3)  confrontation 
of  the  Department  and  Health 
Authorities  with  the  indispen- 
ability  of  the  unique  service 
which  pharmacists  offer  the 
community;  (4)  control  of 
contract  so  that  in  relation  to 
health  centre  development  a 
planned  distribution  of  phar- 
macists can  be  achieved;  (5) 
conviction  within  our  own 
profession  that  the  most 
effective  road  to  an  adequate 
use  of  the  pharmaceutical 
services  backed  by  adequate 
remuneration  for  these  services 
is  by  wholehearted  support  of 
the  policies  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  as  decided  by 
the  elected  Council  members 
taking  account  of  the  demo- 
cratically expressed  opinions 
of  the  electorate  through  the 
various  channels  of  communi- 
cation provided.  I  offer  myself 
as  a  candidate  because  I 
believe  that  my  three  years  on 
Council  together  with  my 
joint  experience  in  general 
practice  and  hospital  phar- 
macy   for    15    years  with 


chairmanship  for  three  years 
of  the  Executive  of  the 
Scottish  Department,  have 
given  me  the  ability  to  recog- 
nise the  problems  facing  our 
profession  and  discuss  their 
solution.  In  asking  for  your 
support,  I  offer  to  use  my 
experience  with  the  utmost 
integrity  for  the  good  of  our 
profession. 


Mr.  C.  C.  B.  Stevens,  OBE, 
LLB,  FPS,  Congleton, 
Cheshire.  Qualified  1934. 
Industrial  consultant. 
Pharmacy  has  many  problems, 
in  my  opinion  even  more  than 
the  country  as  a  whole.  I 
believe  they  can  be  overcome 
and  that  there  is  good  fortune 
for  our  profession.  I  do  not 
think,  however,  that  there  are 
any  quick  miracle  cures  for  the 
ills  that  bedevil  us.  We  can 
only  advance  by  hard  work, 
application  to  the  problems 
from  a  profession  that  is 
united.  If  re-elected,  I  will 
continue  with  my  efforts  to 
unite  the  profession  to  improve 
its  lot,  not  only  to  resolve 
differences  between  different 
branches  of  practice,  but  also 
to  heal  the  divisions  that  seem 
to  be  appearing  within 
branches  of  practice.  I  have 
worked  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  for  pharmacy  for  some 
years  now  and,  given  the 
opportunity,  will  continue  so 
to  do. 


Mr.    G.    Walker,  BPharm, 

Spalding,  Lines.  Qualified  1963. 
Proprietor  pharmacist. 
I  ask  you  to  vote  for  me  and 
the  "campaign  for  democratic 
pharmacy"  for  the  following 
reasons:  (1)  we  believe  that 
pharmacy  has  much  greater 
"political"  strength  than  most 
of  us  have  realised  and  we  are 
young  enough  to  continue 
fighting  on  behalf  of  the 
profession  until  we  achieve  the 
recognition  and  remuneration 
we  believe  we  deserve;  (2)  we 
believe  that  a  sound  retail  base 
is  essential  if  we  are  to 
continue  giving  our  patients 
the  service  they  currently 
enjoy.  To  maintain  this  base 
we  need  a  different  attitude 
from  our  Council  which  seems 
to  have  lost  its  objectivity  in 
its  search  for  professionalism 
and  respectability.  As  members 
of  a  highly  effective  Area 
Chemist  Contractors  Com- 
mittee we  believe  we  can 
remind  Council  of  the  prob- 
lems of  practising  pharmacists; 
(3)  during  the  past  few  months 
we  have  attempted,  by  corres- 
pondence and  the  spoken 
word,  to  ask  the  membership 
to  re-examine  some  of  our 
pharmaceutical  sacred  cows, 
such  as  the  role  of  the  inspec- 
torate and  the  age  of  Council 
members.  If  we  are  elected  it 
is  our  promise  to  continue 
campaigning,  without  fear  or 
favour,  for  all  that  will 
improve  the  face  of  pharmacy. 
We  hope  that  1975  will  be 
known  as  "The  year  of  the 
silent  majority"  when  all  those 
dissatisfied  members  of  our 
profession  will  use  their 
democratic  rights  to  elect  a 
council  which,  instead  of 
uttering  soothing  platitudes, 
will  get  things  done!  Anyone 
who  has  had  the  need  to 
correspond  with  Bloombury 
Square  will  know  what  we 
mean. 

As  a  young,  contractor- 
pharmacist  I  offer  to  the 
membership       my  youth, 


C.  D.  Ross 


G.  Walker 


experience,  enthusiasm,  drive 
and  sincerity  as  my  contribu- 
tion towards  a  better 
tomorrow. 


Mr.  T.  E.  Whaley,  Doncaster. 
Qualified  1964.  Proprietor 
pharmacist. 

The  recent  assurance  to  the 
medical  profession  that  they 
will  not  have  a  solution  to  the 
rural  dispensing  problem 
pressed  upon  them  is  a  matter 
for  concern.  Surely,  this 
situation  must  be  resolved,  and 
pharmacy  placed  into  the 
hands  of  those  specifically 
trained  to  practise  it.  Con- 
tinual pressure  must  be  exerted 
to  reform  the  system  which 
allows  managers  and  proprie- 
tors of  non-pharmaceutical 
outlets  to  usurp  our  reponsi- 
bilities  in  selling  medicines  to 
the  public. 

The  efforts  of  the  Society,  and 
the  veterinary  associations,  to 
prevent  the  change  of  attitude 
regarding  animal  medicines  on 
the  "special  list"  must  be 
endorsed.  Sales  of  these 
preparations,  after  an  interim 
period,  must  be  under  pharma- 
ceutical supervision.  Also, 
efforts  must  continue  to  ensure 
that  the  "responsible  person" 
in  pharmaceutical  manufac- 
ture will  be  a  pharmacist.  We 
must  also  be  aware  that  an 
unchecked  rise  in  student 
intake  could  cause  problems 
in  the  future. 

A  stable  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice must  be  provided  for  the 
community.  Not  simply  dis- 


A.  Roxburgh 


k. 


T.  E.  Whaley 

pensaries  situated  in,  or  close 
to,  health  centres.  The  work  of 
the  Contractors  Committee  in 
negotiating  for  increased  re- 
muneration and  the  new 
contract,  together  with  the 
principle  of  purchasing  groups, 
are  of  extreme  importance  in 
meeting  this  end.  But  money 
alone  is  not  enough.  The 
agile  leap-frogger  can  create 
havoc  to  existing  services. 
Control  of  opening  in  group- 
practice  areas  is  essential,  but 
not  involving  the  expensive 
and  unnecessary  exercise  of 
nationalisation.  Being  un- 
fettered by  affiliation  to  any 
group,  I  can  offer  time,  effort, 
and  an  independent  viewpoint 
to  attempt  to  represent  the 
interests  of  all  branches  of  the 
profession. 


Mr.    K.    W.    Youings,  FPS, 

Castle  Carey.  Somerset.  Quali- 
fied 1938.  Independent  rural 
pharmacy  employee. 
Three  years'  service  on  Council 
have  reaffirmed  my  belief  that 
greater  long-term  benefit  will 
accrue  to  our  profession  by 
presentation  of  well-martialled 
arguments  than  by  vociferous 
unsupported  demands.  I  ask 
for  an  extension  of  the 
confidence  shown  in  me  in 
1972  and  I  renew  my  promise 
to  work  with  energy  and 
diligence  on  behalf  of  every 
branch  of  our  profession,  and 
in  particular  for  the  enhance- 
ment of  the  status  and 
influence  of  the  employee 
pharmacist  in  the  practice  of 


C.  C.  B.  Stevens 


K.  W.  Youings 

what  should  be  both  a  worth- 
while profession  and  a  satis- 
fying vocation.  The  general 
practice  of  pharmacy  in  the 
UK  is  inseparable  from  com- 
mercialism, but  must  never  be 
subordinate  to  it.  I  am 
convinced  that  professionalism 
and  commercialism  can  go 
forward  together.  This  is  not 
only  my  philosophy  -  it  is 
demonstrably  my  practice. 
Unassailable  cases  have  been 
ably  and  vigorously  presented 
at  the  highest  levels  in  relation 
to  dispensing  by  doctors  and 
the  sale  of  animal  medicines, 
and  having  been  closely  con- 
cerned I  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  a  greatly  im- 
proved situation  in  both  these 
contentious  areas.  Council  has 
a  continuing  need  at  the 
present  time  for  a  member  with 
extensive  knowledge  and 
experience  of  general  rural 
practice  in  which  I  have  been 
wholly  engaged  since  1947. 
I  believe  that  a  case  exists  for 
devising  a  method  which 
would  satisfactorily  identify 
pharmacies  in  advertisements, 
but  I  am  absolutely  convinced 
that  a  general  relaxation  of  the 
Code  of  Professional  Conduct 
in  respect  of  advertising  and 
the  use  of  restricted  titles 
would  be  catastrophic  for  the 
profession.  During  my  term  a 
Council  statement  on  adver- 
tising in  agricultural  and 
veterinary  practice  was  pub- 
lished indicating  that  Council 
will  support  the  justifiable 
claims  of  pharmacy  against  its 
unqualified  competitors. 


Ballot  paper  order 

In  this  year's  Council  election,  candidates'  names  will  not  appear  in 
alphabetical  order  as  previously.  In  accordance  with  a  decision  of  Council 


in 

January,  the  order  has  been  decided  by  ballot  and  is  as  follows: 

1. 

A.  Roxburgh 

9.  T.  E.  Whaley 

2. 

Enid  Lucas-Smith 

10.  W.  H.  Howarth 

3. 

T.  E.  Owen 

11.  K.  W.  Youings 

4. 

A.  Howells 

12.  C.  D.  Ross 

5. 

G.Walker 

13.  A.  H.  Beckett 

6. 

C.  H.  P.  Robinson 

14.  C.  C.  B.  Stevens 

7. 

J.  G.  Roberts 

15.  N.  Baumber 

8. 

Joyce  M.  Gilbert 

16.  J.  C.  Bloomfield 

There  is  no  election  for  auditors  this  year.  The  following  have  accepted 
nomination  for  the  five  vacancies:  A.  H.  Briggs,  E.  A.  Brocklehurst, 
J.  Hanbury,  H.  Jephcott,  L.  G.  Matthews. 
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New  products 
and  packs 


Oral  hygiene 

New-ingredient  Glbbs  SR 

Elida  Gibbs  have  added  an  ingredient  to 
their  SR  toothpaste  which  they  claim  will 
end  gum  damage  by  plaque.  Zinc  citrate 
trihydrate  is  the  ingredient  which  they 
claim  is  the  first  "safe  and  efficient  anti- 
plaque  agent'"  to  be  included  in  a  tooth- 
paste; they  have  also  added  fluoride.  The 
toothpaste  retains  the  SR  "strong,  fresh 
peppermint  flavour". 

Elida  Gibbs  are  spending  £600,000  on 
advertising  this  year.  The  advertisements 
aim  to  "educate"  the  consumer  in  how  to 
prevent  gum  diseases,  and  to  make  "anti- 
plaque"  synonymous  with  Gibbs  SR.  The 
pack  has  been  repackaged  but  retains  the 
old  "look"  to  keep  brand  recognition. 
In  four  sizes:  standard  (£0  18);  large 
(£028);  economy  (£038);  family  (£0  46) 
(Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  Box  1DY,  Portman 
Square,  London  Wl). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Tabac  body  splash 

A  competition  offering  six  British  Air- 
ways, Freewheeler-Fly-Drive  holidays  for 
two  is  promoting  the  latest  Tabac  Original 
product— Body  Splash  (£0  99).  Body 
Splash  is  a  Cologne  that  "cleanses,  con- 
ditions and  tones"  the  skin.  To  launch  the 
product  Eylure  Ltd  are  offering  a  trade 
bonus  of  26  units  charged  as  24  that  come 
as  a  merchandiser  holding  12  packs,  with 
a  back-up  stock  of  12. 

The  holiday  offers  62  destinations  to 
choose  from  and  there  is  a  holiday  draw 
for  retailers  which  also  offers  a  holiday 
for  two  (Eylure  Ltd,  Grange  Industrial 
Estate,  Llanfrecha  Way,  Cwmbran,  Mon). 

More  Special  Recipes 

Mary  Quant  have  added  new  products  to 
their  Special  Recipes  range.  Dusty  powder 
shadow  (£0  70)  is  a  powder  eye  shadow  in 
six  shades — skylark,  burnt  peat,  ivy,  flint- 
stone,  grapevine,  blue  lagoon — and  is 
packed  in  a  black  card  drum  with  an 
applicator  in  the  lid.  The  eye  shadow  is 
said  to  contain  almond  oil,  sage  and 
chamomile. 

Natural  Lash  mascara  (£0  94)  is  a  new 
spiral  mascara  that  contains  natural  pro- 
tein, almond  oil  and  is  said  to  be  smudge- 
proof  and  water  resistant.  It  comes  in 
shades  of  black  and  brown.  Mary  Quant 
have  also  added  two  new  lipstick  shades 
(£0  65) — rose  blossom  and  fuschia  (Myram 
Picker  Ltd,  Hook  Rise,  Kingston  By-pass, 
Surbiton,  Surrey). 

Pearl  nail  polish 

Gala  of  London  have  introduced  a  new 
nail  polish  (£0  40)  that  comes  in  six 
pearlised  shades:  pink  champagne,  cherry 
frost,  French  satin,  cardinal  red,  marron 


glace  and  rich  brocade.  Super  Pearl  nail 
polish  is  for  sale  mid-May  (Myram  Picker 
Ltd,  Hook  Rise,  Kingston  By-pass,  Sur- 
biton, Surrey). 

Three  Leichener  lipsticks 

Three  new  lipsticks  have  been  introduced 
by  Leichener:  blitz  on  pink,  a  pinky  rasp- 
berry, blitz  on  red,  a  deep  cerise  red,  and 
blitz  on  brown,  a  warm  reddish  brown. 
The  lipsticks  (£0  38)  are  for  sale  in  May 
(L.  Leichener  (London)  Ltd,  436  Essex 
Road,  London  Nl  3 PL). 

Hair  care 

Wella  Care  spray  sets 

Designed  to  appeal  to  the  traditional  as 
well  as  the  new  young  user,  Wella  have 
introduced  three  spray  sets  (£0  58)  for  nor- 
mal, dry  or  greasy  hair.  They  are  herbal 
spray  set  for  normal  hair;  almond  spray 
set  for  dry  hair,  and  lemon  spray  set  for 
greasy  hair. 

Each  spray  set  contains  120g  of  spray — 
enough  for  10-15  sets,  according  to  the 
length  and  thickness  of  the  hair,  and  are 
packaged  six  cans  to  a  unit  (Wella  (Gt 
Britain)  Ltd,  Wella  Road,  Basingstoke, 
Hamps). 

Brushes  added 

Three  hairbrushes  have  been  added  to 
the  Royal  Sweden  coloured  wood,  mini 
travel  brush  range.  They  are  half  radial 
(£099),  full  radial  (£0  99)  and  flick  or 
curl  (£0  89).  These  are  available  in  the 
green,  red,  blue  or  brown  coloured  wood 
and  also  come  with  a  "stand-up"  display 
stand. 

Jacquelle  also  introduce  two  "new- 
comers" to  their  range  of  hairbrushes. 
One  is  a  nylon  and  plastic  hairdrying 
brush  (£0  25)  that  has  its  own  display 
stand  holding  12  brushes.  The  other  is 
the  Swiss-made  cushion  brush  in  small 
(£0  69)  and  large  (£0  89)  versions.  The 
brush  is  available  in  red,  blue  or  yellow. 

The  pure  bristle  hairbrush  (£4  50)  by 
lacquelle  is  now  available  at  40  per  cent 
discount  on  buying  six  or  more  (lacquelle 
sales  division,  Jackel  &  Co  Ltd,  Kitty 
Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  Northumberland). 


Ladies'  variant 

L.  E.  Vincent  &  Partners  Ltd  have  intro- 
duced Lady  Formula  16  (£135),  a  hair 
colour  restorer  similar  to  Formula  16  but 
which  takes  account  of  the  differences  in 
ladies  hair  and  their  special  requirements 
in  styling  and  perming.  The  packaging 
of  the  original  Formula  16  has  been 
redesigned  to  match  the  new  introduction. 

Over  £100,000  is  to  be  spent  in  pro- 
moting the  product.  A  campaign  featuring 
national  Press  and  women's  magazines 
begins  mid-May  and  lasts  eight  weeks. 
Further  support  is  planned  for  autumn 
(E.  C.  de  Witt  &  Co  Ltd,  London  W10). 

Photographic 

Agfa  extend  110  range 

Agfa  Gevaert  Ltd  have  extended  their 
range  of  110  cameras  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Agfamatic  1000  (£13  40)  and 
Optima  500  (£53-26,  with  Optima  Lux 
flash,  £63-305). 

The  Agfamatic  100  is  claimed  to  be  the 
smallest  100  camera  on  the  market,  with 
dimensions  approximately  a  4|  X  1|  X 
l|in.  It  incorporates  Sensor  shutter 
release,  three  element  /9-5  26mm  Color 
Agnair  lens,  l/100th  sec  shutter  speed 
(1  /50th  sec  with  flash),  and  automatic 
flash  cube  rotation.  The  body  of  the 
camera  closes  to  protect  the  lens,  shutter 
release  and  viewfinder,  and  the  camera 
comes  complete  as  a  kit  containing  wrist 
chain,  flashcube  and  two  Agfacolor 
pocket  special  print  films. 

The  Optima  5000  incorporates  an  elec- 
tronic metering  system  to  automatically 
control  exposures  in  the  range  1/1, 000th 
sec  to  30  sec.  A  signal  in  the  viewfinder 
indicates  the  exposure  range — green  for 
l/l,000th-l/30th  sec,  and  red  for  l/30th- 
30  sec.  The  camera  is  fitted  with  a  four 
element,  /27  26  mm  Color  Solinar  lens. 

The  Optima  Pocket  Lux,  a  specially 
designed  miniature  electronic  flashgun,  is 
available  in  one  of  the  kits,  with  a  flash- 
cube  in  the  other.  Both  kits  are  complete 
with  Agfacolor  film  and  wristchain. 

Two  new  110  accessories  are  also  being 
introduced.  The  Natarix  close-up  lens 
(£2-854)  fits  over  the  viewfinder  and  lens 
of  the  Agfamatic  2000,  3000  and  4000 
camera  models,  reducing  the  focussing 
down  to  19iin  and  correcting  for  parallax. 
A  grey  filter  is  incorporated  and  can  be 
brought  into  use  to  prevent  over-exposure 
at  distances  less  than  39in;  a  red  arrow  in 
the  viewfinder  indicates  when  the  filter 
covers  the  lens. 

The  Gucki  Pocket  viewer  (£2-094)  takes 
individual  110  slides.  Powered  by  two  l-5v 
batteries,  the  viewer  switches  on  when  a 
slide  is  inserted,  and  is  claimed  to  give 
an  eightfold  enlargement.  Measuring  3,| 
X  If  X  lin,  the  viewer  is  presented  in 
a  black  finish  (Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex). 
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BY  PUBLIC  DEMAND 
ONE  OF  YOUR  OLD  FAVOURITES 
IS  BACK  ON  T.V. 

The  Philips  Ladyshave  commercial.  It  was  so 
successful  last  year  that  Philips  have  decided  to  repeat  it 
Only  more  frequently. 

If  II  begin  on  April  28th.  And  run  for  five  solid  weeks. 

In  the  London,  Westward,  Midlands,  Wales  and 
West;  Anglia  and  Southern  television  areas. 

And  in  all  these  regions  ifll  be  seen  by  almost  85% 
of  ITV  adults.  With  a  total  advertising  impact  of  127 
million. 

So  make  sure  your  stock  situation  can  cope. 
Right  now,  the  Philips  Ladyshave  outsells  its  nearest 
competitor  by  over  100%. 

And  thaf  s  one  thing  we'll  more  than  repeat 

The  Ladyshave  HP 2111  £9.49  The  Ladyshave  Special  HP  2114  £77. 65 

The  Ladyshave  Cordless  HP 2201  £6.99  The  Ladyshave  de  Luxe  HP 2113  £6.86 

Suggested  selling  prices  (inc.  VAT) 


PHIUPS 


PHILIPS 

Simply  years  ahead. 
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ON  MAY  5TH, 
OPTREX  LAUNCH  THE  BIGGEST 
THING  IN  FOOT  DEODORANTS. 


RADOX  GERMOLENE  COOL  FOOT  FOOTGUARD 
£9,000*        £23,000*        £31,000*  £46,000* 


SCHOLL 
£142,000* 


[1 


*MEAL  Expenditure  figures-  1974.  H 
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■STEP 
£223,000 


THE  BIGGEST 
LAUNCH  EVER  FOR  A 
FOOT  DEODORANT! 

In-Step  is  the  first  foot  spray 
deodorant  formulated  to  give  12-hour 
protection  from  foot  odour. 

In-Step  is  both  deodorant  and  anti- 
perspirant.  And  New  In-Step  will  be 
launched  on  May  5th,  with  the  biggest 
promotion  any  foot  deodorant  ever  had! 
Over  £220,000  on  National  TV  Campaign, 
National  Press  Campaign  in  Women's 
magazines  appealing  heavily  to  younger 
age  groups,  eye-catching  and  effective 
point-of-sale  displays,  and  memorable 
pack  design. 

In-Step  already  has  the  sweet  smell 
of  success  about  it,_so  don't  be  caught 
on  the  hop.  Take  advantage  of  our 
special  introductory  bonus  offer-and 
order  In-Step  today. 

OPTREX  LIMITED 

Greenford,  Middlesex. 


522    Chemist  &  Druggist 


19  April  1975 


Griptight  Soothers 
The  safest  profit  you've  ever  made! 


soothe* 


X 


nursery  soil 
nufk 


Gripftghf 


tiMto  A  null  iin ll mm  i  iik 

SHPGfY 

SOOTM6R 


You  only  have  to  look  at  the  unique  world-patented 
design  of  these  soothers  to  know  they're  something 
entirely  different.  We  call  it  nursery  safe. They  are 
boilable  for  hygiene  and  ultra-strong  for  safety. 

The  result  of  three  years  specialist 
research  by  Lewis  Woolf  scientists 
and  technicians,  they  set  standards 
which  more  than  meet  all  known 
international  regulations  aimed 
at  setting  new  health  and 
safety  standards. 

Just  look  at  this. 

Flexi-Ring  Safety  Soothers:  I 
Retailer's  profit  margin  excluding 
VAT:  40%.  % 

So  you're  on  safe  ground 
when  you  order  the  new  Griptight 
Soothers. 

And  we're  pleased  to  announce  that 
due  to  increased  capacity  at  our  new  factory  you  can 
confidently  place  your  order  now  for  certain  delivery. 


The  Griptight  Safety  Range— Available  in  a 
big  choice  of  bright,  colourful  packaging. 
Flexi-Ring  Safety  Soother  Individual  blister  packs,  2  dozen 
on  display  cards  or  3  dozen  in  display  boxes. 
Hushmaster  All  Rubber  Safety  Soother  Individual  blister 
packs  or  1  dozen  on  display  cards. 

Orthodontic  Safety  Soother  Individual  blister  packs. 
The  Griptight  Flexi-Ring  Rattle  Soother  in  individual 
header  cards  or  blister  packs. 

Of  course,  now  that  we  are  clearing  the  supply 
backlog  Griptight's  traditional  polystyrene  soothers 
with  cherry  and  olive  teats  are  freely  available. 
The  usual  excellent  discounts  apply. 


Griptight 

Profit  with  safety. 


Don't  forget  the  other  fast  sellers  from 
Lewis  Woolf  Griptight:  Freflo  bottles  and  teats,  Super  Sof'down 
and  Sof'down  throw-away  nappies;  and  Sof'down  tiepants. 
Order  now  from  your  usual  Wholesaler. 


Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Ltd.,  Home  Sales  Department,  1 44  Oakfield  Road,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham  B29  7EE. 
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Trade 
News 


A  sugar  that  'may 
reduce  dental  decay' 

Products  containing  a  sugar  that  may 
reduce  dental  decay  instead  of  causing  it 
may  be  marketed  in  the  UK  later  this 
year. 

Researchers  at  the  University  of  Turku, 
Finland,  have  shown  that  chewing  gum 
containing  the  sugar,  xylitol,  can  prevent 
caries  even  when  people  using  it  are 
eating  ordinary  sweet  foods  containing 
sugar.  Professors  A.  Scheinin  and  K. 
Makinen  described  to  the  International 
Association  of  Dental  Research  meeting  in 
London  last  week,  a  two-year  trial  in 
which  participants  took  their  sugar  intake 
solely  as  xylitol,  fructose  or  sucrose.  The 
xylitol  group  showed  a  90  per  cent  lower 
incidence  of  caries  and  the  fructose  group 
25  per  cent  lower  when  compared  with  the 
sucrose  group.  The  first  group  also  had 
less  dental  plaque  and  fewer  criogenic 
bacteria  and  oral  yeasts  around  their  teeth. 

A  separate  trial  now  in  progress  is 
suggesting  that  chewing  five  sticks  of  gum 
daily  may  produce  a  similar  protective 
effect  as  a  diet  which  totally  substitutes 
sucrose  with  xylitol.  Its  effect  on  blood 
sugar  and  insulin  levels  is  said  to  be 
slight  so  diabetics  may  be  able  to  use 
restricted  amounts  on  their  doctor's 
advice. 

Xylitol  is  found  in  fruits  but  is  pro- 
duced commercially  by  hydrolysing  the 
xylan  in  birchwood  to  a  xylose  solution 
which  is  then  hydrogenated  and  refined. 
Roche  Products  Ltd  can  supply  the  raw 
material.  Kingsley  &  Keith  (Fine  Chemi- 
cals) Ltd,  Suffolk  House,  George  Street, 
Croydon  CR9  3QL,  are  making  arrange- 
ments to  market  the  chewing  gum  through 
pharmacies  under  a  "specifically  dental 
trade  name".  Meanwhile  they  can  supply 
limited  samples  of  the  Finnish  product 
(£8  per  box  of  30  packs  of  eight,  less  trade 
discount). 

Cow  &  Gate:  prices  change 

The  Advisory  Committee  on  Borderline 
Substances  has  notified  Cow  &  Gate  that 
Iheir  specialised  formula  food,  LPLS(l) 
has  now  been  accepted  for  prescription 
under  the  NHS  for  conditions  where  both 
low  protein  and  low  sodium  diets  are 
essential. 

The  formula,  which  is  produced  for  the 
dietary  treatment  of  such  conditions  as 
uremia,  renal  failure  and  citrullinaemia, 
is  not  a  complete  food  and  the  company's 
literature  points  out  that  its  use  in  infants 
requires  extreme  care.  Supplements  of 
vitamins  and  minerals  compatible  with 
the  special  diet  are  essential.  The  formula 
is  packed  under  nitrogen  in  454g  tins 
(£5  01).  It  is  not  recommended  that  the 
food  should  be  stocked  as  supplies  can 
be  obtained  quickly  from  wholesalers  or 
direct  from  Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  Guildford, 
Surrey  GUI  4HS. 


The  pack  sizes  of  two  of  the  specialised 
formulae  have  been  reduced.  Allergilac  is 
now  packed  in  284g  (£0  88)  and  separated 
milk  food  in  340g  (£0-82). 

Prices  of  Cow  &  Gate  milk  foods  and 
specialised  formula  foods  have  been  in- 
creased. Suggested  retail  prices  include: 
Premium  (£0-80),  Babymilk  Plus  (£067), 
C&G  V  formula  (£0-67),  Babymilk  1 
(£061).  Babymilk  2  (£0-61),  Trufood 
(£0  70),  Follow-on  Trufood  (£0-70),  Baby- 
cereals,  oat  (£0-28),  maize-oats-wheat 
(£0-28),  Glucose  (£0  31). 

No  third  model  in  UK 

Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley  Road,  St 
Albans,  Herts,  has  stated  that  there  is  no 
UK  plans  to  market  the  model  3  SX-70 
camera  which  is  to  be  marketed  in  the 
USA  next  month. 

The  model  3  differs  from  models  1  and 
2  in  that  it  does  not  have  a  "through  the 
lens"  viewing  system. 

A  company  spokesman  pointed  out  that 
introduction  of  the  model  3  could  have 
caused  "undesirable  trade  and  consumer 
confusion"  because  of  the  relatively  recent 
UK  launches  of  the  SX-70  model  2  and 
the  four  Colour  Swinger  cameras.  Also 
the  company  does  not  have  the  necessary 
tools  and  components  to  enable  the  cus- 
tomer service  department  to  offer  the 
normal  high  level  of  service  and  repair 
facilities  for  the  additional  model. 

New  packaging  for  Ronson  Rio 

The  Ronson  Rio  hairdryer  has  been  re- 
packaged to  give  "a  greater  gift  appeal". 
The  illustration  is  now  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  lid  of  the  display  box  and  is 
repeated  on  a  new  outer  sleeve  which 
replaces  the  previously  plain  cardboard 
carton. 

Ronson  Products  Ltd,  Randalls  Road, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey  are  supporting  their 
product  by  an  advertising  campaign  using 
full-page  colour  advertisements  in  Woman, 
She,  Cosmopolitan,  Annabel,  Over  21  and 
19  magazines  during  May,  June  and  July. 
The  advertising  has  a  holiday  theme:  "The 
lightweight  Ronson  Rio  .  .  .  use  it  on 
holiday  and  save  your  strength  for 
fighting-off  the  waiters." 

'No  battery'  flash  for  US  only 

A  new  range  of  pocket  Instamatic  cameras, 
announced  by  Eastman  Kodak  Co  in  the 
USA  last  week,  use  a  new  type  of  flash 
accessory  which  requires  no  batteries — 
all  eight  flash  bulbs  in  the  small  flat  unit 
are  fired  by  an  adaptation  of  the  piezo- 
electric principle.  The  new  cameras  will 
not  be  introduced  into  Europe,  but  Kodak 
Ltd,  Kodak  House,  Station  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  Herts,  say  that  additional 
models  to  the  present  range  of  European- 
designed  pocket  Instamatics  will  be  intro- 
duced later  this  year,  and  will  continue  to 
feature  the  flashcube  unit. 

Yardley  wedding  guide 

A  wedding  guide  which  cover  such  areas 
as  beauty  routines,  figures  checks,  relax- 
ation, makeup  and  a  schedule  for  the 
wedding  day  has  been  produced  by 
Yardley.  It  may  be  obtained  by  sending 
a  stamped  (£0  07)  addressed  envelope,  no 
smaller  than  7|  X  5in.  to  Judy  Wragg, 
Yardley  of  London  Ltd,  33  Old  Bond 
Street,  London  W1X  4AP. 
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The  latest  product  from  Weleda  (UK) 
Ltd,  Littlehurst,  East  Grinstead,  Sussex 
— Lemon  and  Lavender  cleanser- 
Ireshener  (last  week,  p479). 

New  Drummer  dye  display 

Roberts  Laboratories  Ltd,  Burden  Road, 
Bolton,  Lanes,  have  produced  a  new  com- 
pact Drummer  dye  display  outer  which 
contains  their  nine  fastest-selling  colours, 
with  six  sachets  of  each  colour.  The 
sachet  (£0  18)  is  "ideal  for  those  retailers 
who  do  not  wish  to  carry  a  vast  range 
of  dyes." 

Unichem's  slimming  offers 

Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey  are  offering  Energen  crispbread 
and  rolls,  Limmits  biscuits,  savouries  and 
ready  meals,  saxin  tablets,  and  Slender  at 
"competitive  rates"  until  April  30. 
□  More  than  30  companies  will  be 
participating  in  Unichem's  first-ever  trade 
show  on  April  23,  at  the  Dog  and  Fox, 
Wimbledon  Village,  London  SW19.  Manu- 
facturers will  be  offering  many  "top 
selling  lines"  on  special  bonus  terms. 


on  TV 

next  week 


Ln — London;  M — Midland;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So— South;  NE— North-east;  A— Anglia; 
U — Ulster;  We — Westward;  B — Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands. 

Alberto  Balsam  shampoo  &  conditioner: 

All  except  U,  B 

Aquafresh:  All  areas 

Body  Mist:  All  areas 

Bristows  hairspray:  All  areas 

Carnation  Slender:  All  except  U,  E,  CI 

Contour  slimming  foods:  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Divi-Dent:  Ln,  CI 

Falcon:  All  areas 

Fresh  &  Dry:  All  areas 

Grecian  2000:  All  except  U 

Hermesetas:  M,  Y,  Sc,  NE 

Lady  Grecian  2000:  All  areas 

Limmits:  All  areas 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Philips  Ladyshave:  Ln,  M,  WW,  So,  A,  We 

Polaroid  Colour  Swingers:  All  areas 

Radox:  All  except  U,  E 

Rennie:  All  areas 

Vosene:  All  areas 
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Prescrption 


CALMURID  solution 

Manufacturer  Pharmacia  (Great  Britain) 

Ltd,    Paramount    House,    75  Uxbridge 

Road,  London  W5  5SS 

Description  Carbamide  (urea)  20  per  cent 

in  stabilising  aqueous  vehicle 

Indications   Dry  scalp  conditions — sebor- 

rhoea,    ichthyosis,    atopic    eczema  and 

seborrhoeic  eczema.  As  part  of  treatment 

of  psoriasis  of  the  scalp 

Method  of  use  Apply  at  night  and  once 

or  twice  during  the  day 

Precautions  Smarting  due  to  hypertonicity 

may   be   experienced  if  put  on   raw  or 

fissured  surfaces.  Too  frequent  use  and 

insufficiently  frequent  washing  of  the  hair 

can  result  in  hair  becoming  sticky  and 

matted.   Scalp   dryness   may   occur  after 

intensive  therapy,  due  partly  to  solution 

and    partly    to     frequent  shampooing, 

especially  if  shampoo  is  harsh 

Storage  In  cool  place.  Shelf  life  2  years 

Pack  100ml  bottle  (£0  59  trade) 

Issued  April  1975 

ELUDRIL  mouthwash  and  spray 

Manufacturer    Concept  Pharmaceuticals 
ltd,   Russell   House,  High   Street,  Rick- 
mansworth  WD3  1EZ 
Description     Spray — chlorhexidine  di- 
gulconate  0  05  per  cent  w/v,  amethocaine 


hydrochloride  0.015  per  cent  w/v.  Mouth- 
wash— chlorhexidine  digluconate  01  per 
cent  w/v,  chlorbutol  0  1  per  cent  w/v, 
chloroform  0.5  per  cent  v/v 
Indications  Mouth  and  throat  conditions 
such  as  gingivitis,  stomatitis,  aphthous  and 
dental  ulcers,  tonsillitis,  pharyngitis,  minor 
infections,  after  dental  procedures  and  for 
general  oral  hygiene.  Spray  as  adjuvant 
treatment  in  Vincent's  angina  and  oral 
thrush 

Method  of  use  Spray — use  three  or  four 
times  daily,  in  acute  conditions  up  to  once 
an  hour.  When  swallowing  painful,  spray 
throat  before  eating.  Mouthwash — 10ml  in 
half  a  glass  of  water  used  three  or  four 
limes  daily 

Precautions  Mouthwash  should  not  be 
given  to  infants 

Packs  Spray  55ml  (£0  685  trade).  Mouth- 
wash 90ml  (£0  395) 
Supply  restrictions  Spray  PI 
Issued  April  1975 

RYNACROM  nasal  drops 

Manufacturer  Fisons  Ltd,  pharmaceutical 
division,  12  Derby  Road,  Loughborough, 
Leics  LE11  0BB 

Description    Sodium  cromoglycate  2  per 

cent  w/v  aqueous  solution 

Indications,  etc  As  for  Rynacrom  nasal 

spray 

Method  of  use  Instil  two  drops  into  each 

nostril  six  times  daily 

Packs  15ml  plastic  dropper  bottle  (£2  88 

trade) 

Issued  April  1975 
Multibionta 

E.  Merck  Ltd,  Fishponds  Road,  Woking- 
ham, Berks  RG11  2QJ,  have  introduced 


Multibionta,  a  vitamin  supplement  to 
accompany  infusion  nutrition  (10ml 
ampoule,  £0  85  trade). 


Thiotepa  labelling  error 

A  carton  labelling  error  on  Thiotepa 
15mg  per  vial  packs,  lot  numbers  4053- 
414-327-1  and  5870-414-329-1-104,  is  re- 
ported by  Lederle  Laboratories,  Fareham 
Road,  Gosport,  Hants  P013  OAS.  The 
carton  boxes  wrongly  describe  the  con- 
tents as  15mg  per  ml  instead  of  the 
correct  15mg  per  vial  (the  material  is  sold 
as  a  sterile  powder  formulation).  The  vials 
themselves  and  the  package  leaflets  are 
correctly  labelled.  Pharmacists  holding 
stocks  of  the  wrongly  labelled  packs  are 
asked  to  take  immediate  steps  to  correct 
the  carton  texts. 

Tavegil  marking 

The  marking  on  Tavegil  tablets,  which 
were  transferred  from  the  Sandoz  com- 
pany to  Wander  Pharmaceuticals,  division 
of  Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  98  The  Centre, 
Feltham,  Middlesex,  in  January,  has 
changed.  Instead  of  being  coded  OT 
with  a  single  break  line  on  one  face  and 
"Sandoz"  on  the  other,  the  imprint  now 
reads  "Wander"  on  the  latter  face. 


Ludiomil  dosage 

The  new  I0mg  tablet  of  Ludiomil  (last 
week,  p482)  is  intended  for  elderly  and 
sensitive  patients.  CIBA  Laboratories, 
Horsham,  Sussex  RH12  4AB,  state  that 
this  dose  is  inadequate  for  the  majority 
of  patients  (not  "adequate"  as  stated  due 
to  a  printer's  error). 


Reply  to  Clic-loc 

Adverse  comment  by  individual  pharma- 
cists of  the  Motival  tablet  pack  equipped 
with  Clic-Loc  child-resistant  closure  has 
led  Mr  G.  McHardy  Smith,  marketing 
director  of  UG  Closures  and  Plastics,  to 
reply  to  the  criticism.  He  says  the  situation 
is  being  investigated  as  a  matter  of 
urgency  with  the  packer  concerned  but 
experience  from  the  USA  indicates  that 
over-tightening  of  the  cap  on  the  filling 
line  is  most  likely  to  be  the  cause  of  the 
problem.  If  the  cap  is  applied  above  the 
recommended  application  torque  damage 
to  the  outer  cap  spring  tabs  may  result, 
making  the  cap  difficult  to  remove. 

"Our  technical  service  people  recom- 
mend suitable  capping  equipment  and 
application  torque  ranges  and  once  set  up 
capping  line  control  should  not  prove  any 
more  difficult  than  for  a  conventional  cap, 
but  it  will  be  appreciated  that  with  any 
new  product  teething  troubles  can  occur 
at  the  introductory  stage."  Another  cus- 
tomer, using  the  same  size  Clic-Loc 
applied  to  a  well-known  brand  of  liquid 
furniture  polish,  has  had  no  adverse 
( omment  to  the  company's  knowledge 
titer  some  16  months  use. 

Mr  McHardy  Smith  goes  on:  "One 
pharmacist  correspondent  complained  that 
his  wife  was  unable  to  open  the  bottle 
but  their  10-year-old  daughter  removed 
the  Clic-Loc  cap  for  her  on  two  occasions. 
It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  reasons  for 


criticism 

this  without  personal  study,  but  of  course 
the  fundamental  safety  factor  of  the 
closure  depends  upon  the  technique  of 
pressing  and  turning  at  the  same  time. 
Undoubtedly,  a  few  adults,  as  clearly 
demonstrated  in  the  controlled  tests,  will 
need  longer  to  familiarise  themselves  with 
this  technique  than  others. 

"Referring  to  malfunction  of  the  closure 
after  repeated  use,  this  may  again  be 
ascribed  to  over-tightening  of  the  cap  dur- 
ing capping  machine  application.  Clic-Loc 
is  designed  to  function  effectively  after  at 
least  200  openings.  This  performance  should 
certainly  be  achieved  in  normal  use  although 

'Real  growth'  in 

A  leview  of  cosmetics  and  toiletries 
preparations  based  on  data  published  by 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry, 
has  been  produced  by  Communications  & 
Marketing  Partnership  Ltd,  352  Strand, 
London  WC2.  Taking  the  groups  skincare, 
fragrances,  make-up  items,  men's  toiletries, 
hair,  other  toiletries,  shampoos  and  dental 
and  denture  preparations,  they  provided 
statistics  to  show  total  sales  of  each  group 
and  sales  of  component  parts  of  each 
group,  plus  percentage  changes.  The  fig- 
ures are  based  on  the  period  January- 
September  1974  and  a  comparison  is  made 


rapidly  repeated  openings  could  adversely 
affect  spring  recovery  causing  a  temporary 
difficulty  in  removal.  My  technical  service 
colleagues  will  check  this  point.  However, 
this  condition  should  not  apply  to  normal 
use  by  a  patient,  presumably  three  or  four 
times  daily." 

The  company  have  just  received  results 
of  the  latest  (24-mm)  Clic-Loc  test  against 
BSI  proposed  tests  for  child-resistant 
closures.  "Of  a  100  adult  panel  96  per 
cent  were  able  to  use  the  cap  correctly. 
The  four  'fails'  were  either  unable  to 
open,  or  reapply  cap  safely.  We  believe 
even  this  result  would  be  reduced  if  the 
caps  were  opened  at  home,  ie  without  user 
being  timed  and  observed,  which  tends  to 
make  some  people  nervous  and  reduce 
ability  to  perform  simple  actions." 

toiletries 

with  the  same  period  in  1973.  There  is 
also  a  tabulation  of  sales  in  total  and  by 
categories  for  1968-72. 

The  review  indicates  that  the  sales  of 
cosmetics  and  toiletries  for  January- 
September  1974  were  worth  £194-194 
million,  an  increase  of  20  per  cent  over 
the  same  period  in  1973.  After  allowing 
for  price  increases,  real  growth  is  assessed 
at  1 1  per  cent  with  the  biggest  growth 
occurring  in  sales  of  skin  preparations — 
up  21  per  cent  in  real  growth  terms — and 
men's  toiletries  that  have  risen  by  22  per 
cent  in  real  terms. 
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WE  WANT  TO  HELP  YOU  MAKE 
A  KILLING  THIS  SUMMER 


Last  year  nearly  4  million  slow 
release  fly  killers  were  sold. 

And  well  over  half  were  Vapona. 

In  fact,  last  year  we  outsold  any 
other  competitive  brand  three  to  one. 
This  year  we  plan  to  do  better. 

We'll  be  launching  heavyweight 
advertising  campaigns  in  the  Womens' 
Press,  and  on  TV,  Radio  and  Posters. 

It  will  cover  the  complete 
Vapona  range  from  the  traditional 
Strip  to  the  Cassette. 

So  Vapona  will  be  the  brand 
your  customers  will  be  asking  for. 
And  that's  going  to  mean  high 


sales  figures  and  really  good  profits. 

There's  big  bonuses  and  stocking- 
in  offers,  too. 

It  all  adds  up  to  a  big  killing  this 
year,  make  sure  you're  in  on  it. 

Stock  the  brand  leader,  it's  the 
only  ammunition 
you'll  need. 


i  icauci,  1L  b  LUC 

\fopona. 


FOR  FULL  DETAILS  OF  THE  VAPONA  RANGE  CONTACT  YOUR  SMITH  AND  NEPHEW  REPRESENTATIVE 
OR  SMITH  AND  NEPHEW  AT  BESSEMER  ROAD,  WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY,  HERTS.  TEL.WELWYN  GARDEN  251 51 . 
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A  growing  demand  for 
children's  toiletries 


A  new  and  highly  lucrative  children's 
toiletries  market  has  emerged  over  the 
past  few  years.  Surveys  taken  in  the  last 
two  years  indicate  that  13-15  year  old  girls 
are  becoming  more  sophisticated  in  their 
choice  of  cosmetics  and  toiletries  and  this 
interest  has  permeated  to  even  younger 
age  groups:  few  eight  year  olds  today,  it 
seems,  are  without  their  "bathtime  essen- 
tials", namely  bubble  baths,  novelty  soaps, 
and  talcs.  Manufacturers  have  not  been 
slow  to  seize  this  opportunity  to  extend 
their  existing  ranges  and  cater  for  a  sec- 
tion of  the  market  estimated  by  one  to  be 
worth  £9  million.  The  selling  boom  for 
children's  ranges,  which  consist  mainly  of 
bath  additives,  novelty  soaps,  talcs  and 
toothpastes,  centres  around  Christmas,  but 
there  are  indications  that  their  appeal  is 
extending  throughout  the  year. 

Recent  cosmetics  and  toiletries  surveys 
that  have  included  the  13-15  age  group 
show  that  over  half  the  group  use  oils, 
essences  and  foams  in  their  baths,  and 
one-third  use  talcum  powder  daily.  Whilst 
about  30  per  cent  of  the  sample  group 
received  their  bath  additives  or  talcs  as 
gifts  the  same  proportion  bought  them 
through  chemist  outlets — representing  a 
considerable  buying  potential. 

Figures  are  not  readily  available  for  the 
younger  age  groups  and  one  might  sup- 
pose that  fewer  young  children  buy  their 
own  toiletries,  however,  they  can  greatly 
influence  the  market — as  can  be  seen  by 
the  recent  Womble  craze. 

Fictional  characters 

Many  of  the  children's  toiletries  ranges 
are  based  upon  fictional  characters,  popu- 
lar storybook  figures  that  have  been  given 
additional  coverage  by  the  media — in 
comic  magazines,  on  television  or  in  the 
cinema.  Some  are  based  on  television  or 
film  creations  and  the  popularity  of  the 
ranges  may  depend  largely  on  whether 
there  is  a  new  Disney  cartoon  on  release, 
for  example,  or  whether  the  television 
series  is  currently  running.  The  more 
popular  the  children's  characters,  the  more 
comprehensive  is  the  coverage  given.  This 
may  take  many  forms:  posters,  toys,  con- 
fectionery, competitions  and  "personal" 
appearances.  Such  coverage  is  the  equiva- 
lent of  a  large-scale  consumer  advertising 
campaign. 

Animals  too,  feature  strongly  in  the 
novelties  area.  These  may  have  themes 
with  obvious  child  appeal — the  circus, 
teddy  bears,  and  so  on.  And  many  manu- 
facturers produce  their  items  in  packs  that 
may  be  used  as  toys  when  empty. 

The  last  group  of  children's  toiletries  is 
aimed  at  the  young  girl.  These  ranges 
"parallel"  the  adult  toiletries  ranges  and 
are  for  the  child  who  wishes  to  emulate 
her  mother  or  bigger  sister. 

A  recent  example  of  the  influence  that 


children  have  on  the  market  can  be  seen 
with  reference  to  the  "Womble  craze". 
The  Wombles,  created  by  Elizabeth 
Beresford,  have  been  translated  into  most 
conceivable  forms  including  a  toiletries 
range.  The  toiletries  range  was  introduced 
by  Bellair  Cosmetics  Ltd,  following  the 
successful  broadcast  of  the  children's 
television  programme  by  the  BBC  in  1973. 
Further  television  series  in  1974  resulted 
in  the  Wombles  becoming  one  of  the  most 
popular  children's  programmes,  with  an 
estimated  viewing  audience  of  over  6 
million.  Bellair  Cosmetics  estimate  that 
the  television  series  in  1974  gave  their 
products  the  equivalent  support  of  a 
£1,720,000  television  campaign. 

The  first  products  to  appear  in  the 
range  were  peach  scented  Womble  talc 
(£0  40)  and  apple  scented  Womble  bubble 
bath  (£0-331).  Both  the  talc  and  bubble 
bath  were  presented  in  six  packs,  each 
featuring  a  different  Womble  character, 
and  represented,  the  makers  hoped,  a 
strong  collection  incentive.  More  recently 
introduced  is  Womble  soap  (£0-294)  de- 
picting the  Womble  characters,  and  the 
makers  are  to  introduce  Womble  tooth- 
paste later  this  month.  Gift  packs  con- 
taining talc  and  bubblebath  are  also 
featured.  Bellair  are  expecting  an  increase 
in  demand  for  their  products  this  year, 
particularly  as  the  Wombles  are  to  be 
featured  in  another  BBC  series  and  are 
currently  "appearing"  in  a  show  in 
London. 

1972  saw  the  introduction  of  Rupert 
Bear  tissues  made  by  British  Tissues  Ltd. 
Each  pack  contains  140  tissues  in  four 
colours,  random  printed  with  Rupert 
characters.  When  empty  the  packs  provide 
material  for  children  to  enact  their  own 
Rupert  Bear  story — cut-out  characters 
that,  with  the  aid  of  Plasticine,  may  be 
made  into  stable  figures. 


Woozy  soap  and  bubble  bath  introduced 
last  November 


The  range  of  Womble  talcs  each 


featuring  a  different  character 

Lentheric  Morny  also  took  the  popular  I 
children's  character,  Rupert  Bear  for  their 
range  of  toiletries.   Introduced  in   1971,  ' 
the  range  features  a  bubble  bath  (£0  74,  | 
£0-28),  talc  (£0-45)  and  soap  (£0-10,  £0-59). 
The  bubble  bath  is  a  yellow  Rupert  Bear  I 
figure  with  the  famous  red  jumper  and  i| 
checked    trousers    and    scarf.    Made  of 
strong  plastic,  the  bear  container  can  be 
easily  adapted  to  a  toy  when  empty.  The  I 
talc  has  a  lemon  fragrance  and  the  pack  j 
has   other  Rupert   characters.   Lentheric,  j 
Morny  produce  special  gift  sets  that  sell 
particularly   well   at   Christmas,   but  the 
range,     they     claim,     remains  buoyant 
throughout  the  year. 

Two  new  products  are  to  be  introduced 
to  one  of  the  most  recent  children's  ranges  i 
— the  Woozies — this  year:  Kiwi  and 
Flower.  The  Woozy  range,  based  on  a  | 
series  of  children's  books  created  by 
Margaret  Stuart  Barry,  were  first  intro-  |l 
duced  by  Yardley  of  London  Ltd  in  I 
November  last  year.  The  characters  are  I 
egg-shaped,  with  bags  under  their  eyes  I 
and  the  "family"  consists  of  Big  Woozy  j 
and  the  little  Woozies — Huck,  Flower,  n 
Fred,  Kiwi,  Dizzy  and  Horatio.  Big  |l 
Woozy  and  Horatio  were  the  first  to  be  'd 
introduced  in  bubble  bath  (£0-55)  and  I 
soap  (£0-45)  form.  The  soaps  are  the 
shape  of  the  characters — Big  Woozy  is1  H 
green,  Horatio  is  yellow — and  they  are! 
packed  in  boxes  that  feature  the  character.lj 
Woozy  bubble  bath  comes  in  a  gay  packW 
covered  with  the  Woozy  characters  andlj 
has  a  light,  fresh  fragrance. 

Yardley  claim  the  range  was  a  grealB 
success  even  though  it  was  introduced* 
late  in  the  Christmas  buying  season.  Thell 
new  characters  are  in  bubble  bath  andlj 
soap,  and  with  an  expected  Woozy  tele-H 
vision  series  to  break  in  autumn,  YardleyH 
expect  the  range  to  increase  in  demand!! 
this  Christmas. 

I  I 
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Yardley's  other  children's  range,  Sea 
Maiden,  has  not  continued  to  be  the  suc- 
cess the  initial  response  in  1973  promised. 
The  range,  which  includes  a  talc,  foam 
bath  and  soap,  was  aimed  at  7-12  year 
old  girls  but  Yardley  found  that  those 
aged  between  9-13  preferred  Yardley's 
adult  ranges  to  one  specially  produced  for 
them,  therefore  they  are  discontinuing  the 
range  this  year. 

A  toiletry  range  that  grew  from  a 
popular  BBC  television  programme  is 
Camberwick  Green.  Launched  by  Sanitas 
Group  Sales  Ltd.  in  1971,  the  range  aimed 
to  make  cleaning  teeth,  bathing  and  wash- 
time  fun.  The  packaging  is  identifiable  by 
character  and  may  be  used  as  toys  when 
empty. 

The  range  was  launched  with  sugar- 
free  toothpaste  in  three  flavours — cherry, 
mint  and  fruit,  to  which  strawberry  has 
recently  been  added.  Sanitas  say  the  suc- 
cess of  the  toothpaste  led  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  foam  bath  that  turns  water 
green,  and  soap.  Last  November  saw  the 
addition  of  a  non-sting  shampoo  in  blue 
and  pink.  Further  developments  to  ex- 
pand the  range  are  underway. 

The  range's  popularity  is  backed  by  the 
television  programme,  and  advertising  by 
Sanitas  in  women's  magazines  and  the 
Press  which  emphasises  the  suitability  of 
the  range  as  "stocking  fillers"  at  Christ- 
mas or  as  party  gifts.  Although  sales 
"peak"  at  Christmas,  Sanitas  say  there  is 
a  steady  sale  for  Camberwick  Green 
throughout  the  year. 

Jean  Sorrelle  offer  a  wide  range  of 
novelty  toiletries.  The  range  features 
Disney  Magic,  including  Mickey  Mouse, 
Pluto  and  Donald  Duck  soaps  and  bubble 
baths,  and  Donald  Duck  and  Mickey 
Mouse  toothbrush  holders  with  beaker 
(£0-90)  and  a  sponge  hand  puppet  with 
soap  (£0-90). 

Sorelle  feature  the  popular  children's 
television  programme  Hector's  House  in 
vinyl  bubble  baths  (£0-85)  featuring 
Hector,  Kiki  and  Zaza.  And  there  is  a 
soap  model  of  BBC  television  character 
Barnaby  (£0  26). 

Animals  feature  again  in  a  soap  range 
that  includes  a  dog,  cat,  and  bear  (£0-16) 
and  dolphin  bubble  bath  (£0  60).  There 
is  also  a  piggy  bank  bubble  bath  that  may 
be  used  as  a  money  box  when  empty,  and 
for  boys,  football  soap  (£0-22). 

Sophistication 

For  the  "sophisticated  miss"  Sorelle 
introduced  Little  Miss  bathtime  ranges. 
There  are  two  presentation  packs — one 
containing  talc,  soap,  bubble  bath  and 
bath  cubes  (£0-85),  the  other  talc,  soap, 
cubes,  handcream  and  shampoo  (£1-35). 

Reckitt  &  Colman  aimed  to  add  an 
element  of  fun  to  teeth  cleaning  when 
they  introduced  Punch  and  Judy  tooth- 
paste. The  toothpaste,  which  comes  in 
three  flavours:  strawberry,  orange  and 
raspberry,  contains  no  sugar.  The  tube  is 
attractively  patterned  with  a  Punch  and 
Judy  motif  which  is  repeated  on  the  outer 
packaging,  and  there  is  also  a  picture 
story  "to  help  mums  sell  the  idea  of 
regular  teeth  cleaning  to  their  children". 

From  an  early  age.  say  Goya,  little 
girls  are  becoming  more  sophisticated  and 
conscious  of  their  appearance.  Goya  had 
this  in  mind  when  creating  Blossom  Out, 
a  fragrance  range  aimed  at  the  7-12  age 


group.  Blossom  Out  has  a  honeysuckle 
fragrance  (£0  29)  with  a  matching  bubble 
bath  (£0  29)  and  talc  (£0-29).  The  range 
is  presented  in  rainbow  design  packs. 

The  range  was  launched  at  Christmas 
in  1973.  It  was  re-introduced  for  the  1974 
season  in  a  gift  pack  of  bubble  bath  and 
talc.  Following  the  success  of  the  range 
Goya  are  now  testing  whether  it  has  a 
potential  for  year-round  sales  and  are 
selling  Blossom  Out  in  selected  areas 
during  the  spring  and  summer  this  year. 
If  successful,  they  are  to  make  the  range 
available  throughout  the  year. 

Many  manufacturers  present  their 
ranges  in  packs  that  easily  convert  to 
children's  toys  when  empty.  Dellux- 
Grosvenor  offer  a  post-box  (£0  89)  con- 
taining 500g  of  strawberry-flavoured 
bubble  bath  powder,  that  is  easily  con- 
verted into  a  money  box.  As  in  other 
children's  ranges  animals  feature  strongly 
in  their  range.  They  have  a  wise  old  owl 
bubble  bath  (£1-00)  which  contains  600cc 
of  bubble  bath,  and  their  soap  ranges 
have  obvious  "child  appeal".  These  in- 
clude safari  park,  big  top  and  sea  side 
and  come  in  display  outers  of  2-dozen, 
each  soap  retailing  at  £0-20. 


For  young  children,  they  present  the 
owl  and  the  pussycat  in  a  nursery  rhyme 
pack  (£0-59)  and  dolphinarium  soap 
(£0.45)  featuring  a  pale  blue  dolphin.  They 
also  have  a  soap  on  a  rope,  the  soap  of 
which  resembles  a  clock-face. 

Andre  Philippe  Ltd  offer  a  wide  range 
of  bubble  baths  for  children.  Their  range 
includes  a  soldier  boy,  musketeer,  gay 
dragoon  for  boys,  and  dolly  bird  and 
daddy  Christmas  bubble  baths  for  girls. 
The  bubble  baths  are  tubular  with  the 
figures  depicted  in  gay  colours  and  can  be 
used  as  toys  when  empty.  Recently  re- 
introduced is  baby  swan  dimple  bubble 
bath — also  aimed  at  the  children's  toiletry 
market. 

Columbia  Products  Ltd  present  a  range 
of  children's  bubble  baths  and  shampoo. 
The  first  to  be  introduced  to  the  Aronde 
range  was  foamy  Fred  bubble  bath,  nine 
years  ago.  Then  came  the  billy  train  and 
a  racing  car.  Packed  in  plastic  moulded 
packs  in  the  shape  of  a  car,  train  or 
teddy  bear,  these  packs  make  ideal  toys 
for  children  to  play  with  when  the  con- 
tents have  been  used. 

Columbia  say  that  although  the  main 


market  for  the  novelty  packs  is  at  Christ- 
mas, they  are  finding  an  increasing  de- 
mand during  the  year,  particularly  at 
Easter  time.  This  year  they  offered  the 
rabbit  in  a  slightly  different  presentation, 
as  an  Easter  bunny. 

Popular  character 

Two  products  featuring  the  ever-popular 
Enid  Blyton  character,  Noddy,  are  offered 
by  Cullingford  of  Chelsea  Ltd.  Noddy 
bubble  bath  (£0-73)  is  a  plastic  moulded 
bottle  with  a  detachable  head  containing 
275cc  of  bubble  bath.  The  figure  is 
brightly  coloured,  with  a  red  shirt  and 
boots,  blue  trousers  and  a  blue  cap  with 
a  yellow  bell,  and  once  again  the  con- 
tainer may  be  used  as  a  toy  when  the 
contents  are  used. 

Noddy  toothpaste  now  comes  in  a  new 
46cc  plastic  tube.  The  outer  carton  shows 
Noddy  cleaning  his  teeth  after  breakfast, 
after  lunch  and  before  going  to  bed,  and 
the  toothpaste  has  a  fruity  flavour.  Noddy 
is  currently  appearing  on  the  ITV  network 
and  a  new  series  will  be  shown  in  the 
autumn. 

With  the  appearance-conscious  young 
girl  in  mind,  M  &  R  Norton  Ltd  intro- 


duced their  Pretty  Miss  range  in  1971. 
The  products  are  delicately  perfumed  with 
a  "light  gay  fragrance"  and  were  launched 
to  teach  good  grooming  to  the  pre-teens 
age-group.  There  are  two  coffrets  in  the 
range.  One  contains  bubble  bath  and  a 
talc  mitt  (£0-97),  the  other  bubble  bath 
and  two  soaps  (£0-97).  The  soaps  have  a 
'  stay-on"  picture  which  remains  on  the 
surface  of  the  tablet  until  nearly  all  the 
soap  is  used 

Two  years  ago  saw  the  introduction  of 
Super  Matey  by  Nicholas  Products  Ltd. 
For  children  aged  between  2-11,  it  colours 
the  water,  produces  masses  of  bubbles 
and  includes  a  mild  cleanser.  Promoted 
as  a  "fun"  bathtime  additive,  Super  Matey 
is  packed  in  blue  and  orange  "sailor  boy" 
bottles  (£0  35)  enough  for  20-25  baths. 

Thus  the  children's  toiletries  market 
represents  a  buoyant  and  profitable  buy- 
ing potential.  Although  the  market  peaks 
at  Christmas  and  Easter  holiday  times  the 
trend  is  towards  an  all-year-round  distri- 
bution of  ranges  and  a  well-thought-out 
display  will  go  a  long  way  towards  cap- 
turing some  of  this  lucrative  £9  million 
market. 


Three  "novelty"  bubble  baths;  left,  Dolly  Bird  by  Andre  Philippe  Ltd;  centre,  Noddy 
by  Cullingford  of  Chelsea;  right,  Foamy  Clown  by  Columbia  Products  Co  Ltd 
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Undercover  pantees. 
What's  in  them  for  you? 


Something  big. 

Because  this  summer,  we're 
putting  more  behind  our  throw-away 
pantees  than  ever  before. 

For  the  first  time,  we're  going 
on  TV 

Our  commercial  will  run 
throughout  the  summer.  It'll  get 
home  to  women,  just  how  useful 
throw-away  pantees  can  be,  both  at 
menstrual  times  and  on  holiday. 

We're  also  putting  our  pantees 
into  new  easy  stack  pretty  boxes. 

That  way  they  stay  up  on  your 
shelves  (which  won't  be  very  long 
anyway). 

So  get  in  our  pantees  now,  and 
pull  out  a  big  profit. 


Undercover  are  available  in 
medium  and  large. 

Some  of  the  Undercover  whole- 
salers: Ayrton  Saunders  &  Co.  Ltd.— 
Benwall  Wholesale  Ltd-Bremner 
White  Ltd.- Cory  Brothers  &  Co.  Ltd- 
D.R.  Crosskill  &Sons  Ltd. -Eastern 
Wholesale  Chemists  Ltd. -James 
Hardcastle&Co.  Ltd -Jackal! &Co. 
(Ireland)  Ltd-Macey  Sundries  Ltd.— 
McWaters&Co.  Ltd.-I.&N.  Rabin  Ltd. 
Hugh  Reynolds  Ltd-Sangers  Ltd.— 
Vestric  Ltd.  (selected  branches)- 
P.W.Widdock&Co.  Ltd. 

For  details  contact  your  local 
wholesaler  or  direct  from: 
Undercover  Products  (International)  Ltd., 
Queensway  Industrial  Estate, 
Wrexham,  Denbighshire.  Tel:  0978.53535/6  ■■■ 


London  office:  01-794  9784. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland 

Controlled  Drug  cabinets: 
authorities  'sympathetic' 
to  pharmacists'  problems 


The  position  of  pharmacists  unable  to 
obtain  cabinets  specified  in  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs  (Safe  Custody)  (Northern  Ireland) 
Regulations  1973,  before  April  1,  will  be 
considered  "sympathetically". 

This  assurance  was  given  in  a  letter 
from  the  Department  of  Health  read  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  Council  meeting  on  March  20. 
The  letter  stated  that  although  concern 
had  been  expressed  in  recent  months 
about  the  slow  delivery  of  the  cabinets, 
the  matter  had  been  taken  up  with  the 
manufacturers  and  it  was  found  that  the 
problem  of  supply  had  improved,  so  the 
deadline  of  April  1  would  stand. 

Mr  T.  O'Rourke  said  several  hundred 
cabinets  on  order  would  not  be  delivered 
until  after  the  operative  date.  The  orders 
had  been  placed  many  months  ago  and 
there  was  nothing  the  pharmacists  could 
do  but  await  delivery.  A  further  letter 
from  the  Department  about  the  steel 
cabinets  constructed  with  heavier  gauge 
doors  stated  that  the  Regulations  would 
be  amended  by  inserting  after  sub-para- 
graph (1)  of  paragraph  4  of  the  Regula- 
tions the  words  "where  sheet  steel  is  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  door  the  leaf  of 
a  door  of  a  safe  or  cabinet,  its  edges  need 
not  be  lapped  inwards  as  required  by  sub- 
paragraph (1)  above  if  the  sheet  steel  used 
is  not  lighter  than  10  gauge  and  the  door 
or  leaf  of  the  door  fits  flush,  or  is  recessed 
so  that  no  edge  protrudes  when  the  door 
is  closed." 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ghana  to  send 
an  observer  to  the  33rd  Ghana  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  in  Accra,  July  31- 
August  2.  The  president  said  it  would  be 
difficult  for  anyone  to  represent  the 
Society  at  that  time  so  it  was  agreed  to 
send  best  wishes  for  success. 

A  letter  from  the  Society  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Students  was  read  thanking  the 
Council  for  a  generous  contribution  to- 
wards the  expenses  incurred  in  holding 
the  symposium  on  drug  abuse.  The  after- 
noon had  been  a  great  success. 

Technicians'  training 

The  secretary  reported  that  he  had  been 
invited  to  attend  a  meeting  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  when  the  question  of 
training  pharmacy  technicians  was  dis- 
cussed. Representatives  of  the  Council 
had  considered  this  matter  some  time  ago 
with  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Belfast 
College  of  Technology.  It  appeared  that 
the  difficulties  originally  encountered  had 
been  overcome  and  it  might  be  possible 
to  provide  a  part-time  course  leading  to 
the  City  and  Guilds  dispensing  qualifica- 
tion. It  was  estimated  that  about  80 
pharmacy  technicians  would  be  required 
over  the  next  five  years  and  the  Depart- 
ment   was    anxious    to    implement  the 


recommendation  about  such  technicians 
contained  in  the  Noel  Hall  report. 

Applications  to  include  a  restricted  title 
in  the  names  of  bodies  corporate  being 
formed  to  carry  on  a  retail  pharmacy 
business  were  refused.  Reports  from  the 
Finance,  House  and  Law  Committees  were 
adopted.  Presenting  the  report  of  the 
House  Committee,  Mrs  O'Rourke  said  the 
part  of  the  Society's  premises  occupied  by 
the  Ulster  Chemists'  Association  had  been 
valued  for  rental  purposes  by  an  indepen- 
dent firm  of  estate  agents.  A  considerable 
increase  in  the  present  rent  would  be 
necessary  when  a  new  lease  was  granted 
to  the  Association  in  a  few  months  time. 
An  estimate  had  been  received  for  certain 
repair  work  in  the  corridor  leading  to  the 
lecture  room  and  the  committee  recom- 
mended that  the  work  be  undertaken  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr  Kerr  reported  on  a  meeting  of  the 
EEC  Pharmacy  Group  held  in  Brussels  on 


Dispensing  doctor  costs 

May  I  be  allowed  to  reply  to  Mr  James' 
letter  (C&D,  April  12,  p500)  on  doctor 
dispensing  costs. 

It  would  appear  from  the  figures  quoted 
that  there  has  been  additional  expenditure 
when  doctors  dispense  but  there  are  two 
factors  which  account  for  this: 

(i)  Dispensing  doctors  in  1973-74  were 
buying  at  20  per  cent  off  retail  and  being 
paid  at  that  rate  which  of  course  means  a 
20  per  cent  increase  in  the  net  ingredient 
cost  of  proprietary  products. 

(ii)  Doctors  are  classed  as  "exempt"  for 
VAT  purposes.  This  means  they  pay  VAT 
but  are  unable  to  claim  the  input  tax  from 
Customs  and  Excise  and  are  not  allowed 
to  charge  VAT.  The  dispensing  doctor  is 
reimbursed  VAT  on  his  scripts  by  the 
Pricing  Authority  and  this  is  included  in 


Total  number  of  prescriptions 
Total  cost 

Average  total  cost  per  prescription 
Average  on-cost  (before  discounting) 
Average  discount 

Average  on-cost  (after  discounting) 

Average  fee 

Net  ingredient  cost 

Container  allowance 

VAT 


February  24.  The  next  meeting  would  be 
on  June  23  and  the  annual  meeting  on 
October  26  in  Paris. 

The  secretary  drew  attention  to  the 
Society's  regulations  which  did  not  require 
a  student,  who  applied  to  be  registered  as 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist  within  five  years 
of  graduating  in  pharmacy,  to  take  the 
Society's  examination  in  forensic  phar- 
macy. At  present  a  student  who  graduated 
in  pharmacy  some  10  years  ago  was 
undertaking  practical  training.  It  would 
be  necessary  for  the  Council,  therefore,  to 
appoint  an  examiner  in  forensic  pharmacy 
and  to  have  the  appointment  approved  by 
the  Head  of  the  Department  of  Health. 
It  was  agreed  that  Dr  W.  Woodside, 
MPSNI,  be  appointed. 

Applications  for  registration  as  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  in  Northern  Ireland  were 
granted  to  Mr  B.  Silverman,  Boots  the 
Chemists,  second  floor,  Warwick  House, 
22  Warwick  Row,  Coventry  CV1  1EY; 
Angela  T.  Kelly,  93  Stranmor  Road, 
Mount  Florida,  Glasgow  G42  9A1,  and 
Mr  P.  S.  Collier,  Department  of  Phar- 
macy, The  Queen's  University  of  Belfast, 
97  Lisburn  Road,  Belfast  9.  The  appli- 
cations were  made  under  the  reciprocal 
agreement  between  the  Great  Britain  and 
Northern  Ireland  Societies.  The  applica- 
tion of  Mr  R.  J.  L.  Ryan,  2  Mount  Mer- 
rion  Avenue,  Belfast  BT61  0FR,  for  the 
restoration  of  his  name  to  the  register  was 
granted.  Mr  Ryan  had  been  overseas  for 
a  number  of  years  but  was  returning. 


the  dispensing  doctor's  cost  per  prescrip- 
tion. 

Doctors  now  purchase  at  trade  terms 
and  their  scripts  are  priced  accordingly  so 
perhaps  you  would  allow  me  to  compare 
the  prescription  statistics  for  pharmacists 
with  those  for  dispensing  doctors  paid  on 
the  Drug  Tariff  basis.  This  is  the  method 
by  which  the  majority  of  dispensing 
doctors  are  paid. 

This  method  was  common  to  pharma- 
cists and  dispensing  doctors  up  to  1964. 
only  a  dispensing  doctor  does  not  receive 
urgent  fees,  rota  payments  or  oxygen 
delivery  charges.  The  scale  of  professional 
fees  has  not  changed  since  1964.  The  com- 
parison for  September  1974  is  as  set  out 
in  the  table. 

The  reason  for  the  average  total  cost 
per  prescription  for  the  pharmacist  being 
higher  than  the  sum  of  the  individual 
items  given  is,  I  believe,  due  to  the  inclu- 
sion of  oxygen  delivery  charges  in  the 
average  total  cost. 

M.  A.  Wilson,  MB,  ChB,  MRCGP, 
DOBST,  RCOG 
Strensall,  York 

More  letters,  p530 


Pharmacist 

Dispensing  doctor 

(tariff  basis) 

22,721,363 

987,618 

£23,458,221 

£1,071,861-11 

103-24p 

108-53p 

818p 

18-28p 

1-46p 

6-72p 

1680p 

6-98p 

77-90p 

74-87p 

1-37p 

0-83p 

7-57p 
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Married  women 
pharmacists- 
family  or  job? 

The  special  problems  of  married  women 
returning  to  their  careers  after  bringing 
up  families  were  discussed  at  the  National 
Association  of  Women  Pharmacists  con- 
ference in  Leicester  at  the  weekend. 

Dame  Kathleen  Ollerenshaw,  who  be- 
comes Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  in  May 
and  who  has  recently  published  research 
work  on  the  return  of  women  teachers  to 
their  profession,  stressed  how  much  more 
difficult  it  was  for  the  woman  who  had 
given  up  her  career  completely  to  return 
to  it  after  a  gap  of  10  years  or  so.  She 
would  feel  that  "the  world  had  gone 
rushing  by"  and  her  subject  had  left  her 
completely  behind.  The  woman  who  had 
remained  at  work,  however  marginally, 
would  at  least  have  seen  how  her  seniors 
made  management  decisions,  handled  staff 
problems  and  so  on. 

Dame  Kathleen  started  her  survey  when 
she  realised  that  many  women  teachers 
were  keen  to  return  to  teaching  but  were 
having  difficulty  getting  posts  suitable  for 
their  needs,  particularly  as  mothers  of 
families  still  growing  up.  She  found  a 
distinct  pattern  in  the  results:  women  who 
had  taught  for  one  year  only  before  giving 
up  seldom  wanted  to  return.  But  most  had 
taught  for  four  years  before  having  their 
first  child  and  then  the  urge  to  return  was 
great.  The  average  time  off  for  child- 
rearing  was  eight  years  and  the  average 
age  of  wanting  to  return  was  35. 

Pressure  to  work  full-time 

Most  of  the  returners  had  wanted  part- 
time  work  only,  at  least  to  start  with,  but 
after  one  or  two  years  most  had  become 
full-time,  often  through  pressure  when 
employers  had  said  they  wanted  full-time 
work  or  nothing.  This  pressure  could  have 
its  drawbacks,  Dame  Kathleen  said,  "If 
you  close  the  part-time  route  altogether 
you  may  close  the  potential  of  the  full- 
time  route." 

It  was  surprising  how  easily  husbands 
and  families  adapted  to  wives  going  back 
to  work,  she  continued.  After  perhaps  the 
initial  objections  at  having  to  do  more 
housework,  most  husbands  were  pleased 
when  they  found  their  wives  were  so 
much  happier  taking  up  their  careers 
again. 

Blessed  with  good  health,  women  had 
colossal  stamina,  she  said,  "but  if  we 
exploit  our  femininity  we're  lost  because 
that  is  like  exploiting  a  physical  handi- 
cap"— people  were  helpful  until  you  made 
it  an  excuse  to  get  out  of  doing  the 
unpleasant  things. 

In  the  discussion,  Dame  Kathleen  said 
that  Government  help,  such  as  the  retainer 
schemes  which  assist  women  doctors  to 
keep  in  touch  with  their  profession,  may 


depend  on  whether  there  were  any  man- 
power shortages  in  the  profession  con- 
cerned. Mrs  E.  Lucas-Smith,  member  of 
Council  and  president  of  the  NAWP,  said 
that  the  pharmacy  manpower  situation  at 
present  was  a  difficult  problem  which  was 
being  carefully  considered.  The  increasing 
number  of  posts  in  Health  Service 
employment  had  to  be  balanced  against 
the  number  of  pharmacy  closures  and  the 
fact  that  each  pharmacy  should  ideally 
employ  two  pharmacists. 

Women  returning  to  pharmacy  at  the 
moment  were  in  a  good  position  as  there 
were  enough  jobs  to  go  round.  They 
were  taking  not  only  part-time  but  casual 
jobs  so  two  women  were  not  necessarily 
equivalent  to  one  man  in  these  cases.  But 
these  women  might  want  full-time 
employment  if  the  economic  situation  got 
worse. 

Mrs  Gywneth  Ford,  Dunstable,  said  she 
was  about  to  start  a  temporary  teaching 
job  full-time.  With  two  young  children, 
she  could  not  hope  to  return  to  full-time 
pharmacy  because  the  hours  were  too 
long  and  casual  work  in  pharmacy  was 
"pretty  dull",  led  nowhere  and  had  no 
career  value.  Many  of  the  audience 
agreed  that  school  holidays  presented  a 
great  practical  problem. 

Mrs  Madeleine  Keyworth,  South  Hum- 
berside,  who  had  applied  for  a  lecturing 
post  after  having  her  first  child,  said  that 
diversification  of  careers — and  keeping  an 
open  mind  rather  than  thinking  in  terms 
of  pharmacy  only — was  perhaps  a  good 
thing. 

Mrs  Linda  Stone,  Newport,  said  that 
although  half  the  intake  into  schools  of 
pharmacy  was  female,  she  found  that  once 
she  went  out  to  work  the  attitude  of  some 
employers  was  still  "she's  married,  she's 
female"  and  they  "didn't  want  to  know." 
There  was  always  the  attitude  women 
would  leave  to  have  children.  One  differ- 
ence between  pharmacy  and  teaching  was 
that  teaching  had  a  hierarchical  structure 
in  which  you  could  return  to  the  same 
level  you  left.  If  you  left  general  practice 
pharmacy,  particularly  with  the  large 
companies,  no  matter  how  high  you  got 
you  would  always  have  to  come  in  again 
at  the  bottom.  Yet,  compared  with  teach- 
ing, it  was  easier  for  pharmacists  to  keep 
in  touch  by  working  the  occasional  locum. 

Mr  Michael  Burden,  Leicester  area 
pharmaceutical  officer,  said  that  this  hier- 
archical career  structure  did  exist  in  hospital 
pharmacy  and,  in  Leicester,  women  had 
been  able  to  return  to  work  at  the  level 
of  their  capability. 

Well-educated  mothers  wanted 

Mrs  Joyce  Gilbert,  vice-president  NAWP, 
believed  that  the  country  wanted  well- 
educated  mothers  so  should  be  prepared 
to  keep  them  in  training.  To  some 
extent,  the  Department  of  Health  did  help 
by  subsidising  postgraduate  courses.  One 
good  way  to  keep  in  touch  was  to  do 
locum  work,  for  which  there  was  enor- 
mous demand  and  which  provided  an 
essential  service  to  the  community  and 
to  pharmacy.  Another  way  in  which 
women  could  be  useful  to  pharmacy  on  a 
part-time  basis  was  by  playing  an  active 
part  in  local  branch  affairs  and  by  joining 
organisations  such  as  the  Women's  Insti- 
tute to  put  over  pharmacy's  point  of  view, 
to  the  general  public. 


Views  sought  on 
equality  in  pensions 

The  Occupational  Pensions  Board  has 
invited  interested  organisations  and  indi- 
viduals to  send  their  views  on  equal 
status  for  men  and  women  in  all  occu- 
pational schemes.  The  Board's  terms  of 
reference  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Social  Services  are:  "to  consider,  in  the 
light  of  the  Government's  proposals  for 
the  future  of  pensions  and  in  particular 
their  intention  to  end  discrimination 
against  women  in  occupational  pension 
schemes,  what  further  steps  are  necessary, 
whether  by  way  of  legislation  or  other- 
wise, to  implement  the  principle  of  equal- 
ity of  status  for  men  and  women  in  such 
schemes;  and  to  report." 

The  Board,  16  Gresse  Street,  London 
W1P  1PB,  would  welcome  evidence,  by 
June  30,  on  schemes  in  general  or  par- 
ticular schemes. 

Pharmacies  lost  in  March 

A  net  total  of  28  pharmacies  was  lost  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  register 
during  March  when  45  closed  down  and 
17  newly  registered.  Four  of  the  closures 
were  in  London,  28  in  the  rest  of  England, 
eight  in  Scotland  and  five  in  Wales.  Of  the 
newly  registered  premises,  three  were  in 
London,  12  in  the  rest  of  England,  and 
one  in  Scotland  and  Wales. 


Letters 

Continued  from  p529 

Pools  competitor 

I  have  just  written  the  following  letter  to 
Vernon  Pools  Ltd: 

I  have  just  received  a  circular  from  your 
organisation,  informing  me  that  you  have 
now  entered  the  photographic  business 
and  are  offering  discounted  film  process- 
ing to  your  clients.  As  this  is  a  complete 
departure  from  your  traditional  role  and 
it  will  directly  affect  my  business  as  a 
photographic  retailer,  I  shall  not  be 
renewing  my  standing  order  with  your 
organisation  for  my  weekly  investment 
with  Vernon  Pools.  M.  Weinronk 

Eastham,  Wirral,  Ches 

Right  to  be  heard 

Your  Comment  of  April  5  regarding  the 
use  of  the  title  "chemist"  in  non-profes- 
sional advertising  brings  out  very  clearly 
the  long-standing  situation  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical establishment  ignoring,  or  worse, 
taking  for  granted,  the  views  of  employee 
pharmacists.  You  so  rightly  point  out  that 
retail  managers  are  particularly  affected 
by  this  issue  but  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  elicit  their  opinions  by,  for 
example,  seeking  the  views  of  the  Joint 
Boots  Pharmacists  Association,  or  I  sus- 
pect, the  views  of  any  other  representative 
body. 

Surely  the  time  has  come  when 
employee  pharmacists,  who  form  such  a 
large  proportion  of  the  membership,  have 
a  right  to  be  consulted  on  issues  which 
affect  them.  G.  Keep 

Didcot,  Oxon 
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Lilly  sales  reach 
$  thousand  million 


The  Eli  Lilly  and  Co  annual  report 
reveals  1974  was  the  fourteenth  year  in 
succession  during  which  world-wide  sales 
and  earnings  continued  to  show  an  in- 
crease over  those  for  the  corresponding 
previous  twelve-month  period;  1974  was 
also  the  first  time  that  annual  sales  ex- 
ceeded $1,000  million.  In  the  United 
Kingdom  all  units  of  Lilly  Industries  Ltd 
made  substantial  contributions  towards 
efficiency  improvements  and  cost  savings. 
In  particular.  Lilly  Industries'  two  pharma- 
ceutical manufacturing  and  marketing 
companies,  Eli  Lilly  and  Co  Ltd, 
Basingstoke  and  Dista  Products  Ltd, 
Liverpool  continued  to  benefit  from  the 
steady  investment  in  new  facilities  and 
plant  modernisation.  This  investment, 
averaging  approximately  £2  million  in 
each  of  the  six  years  preceding  the  end 
of  1974,  was  also  in  part  responsible  for 
Lilly  Industries'  success  in  gaining  The 
Queen's  Award  to  Industry  for  export 
achievements. 

The  consolidated  sales  in  1974  (in 
millions  of  dollars)  were:  Pharmaceuticals 
260  0,  antibiotics  373  6  (including  cephalos- 
porins 296- 1),  agricultural  chemicals 
200  5,  animal  health  and  nutrition  pro- 
ducts 90  4,  industrial  etc  68  2.  Cosmetics 
brought  in  103  5  and  packaging  15  3. 

The  "Elizabeth  Arden  operations  re- 
duced consolidated  net  income  by  $2  5 
million  in  1971  and  1972,  by  $15  million 
in  1973,  and  by  $3  9  million  in  1974". 

Glaxo  sales  up  but 
profits  unchanged 

Glaxo  Holdings  trading  increased  by 
nearly  3  per  cent  in  the  six  months  to 
December  31,  1974  while  profit  before 
tax  was  little  changed  at  £18  06  million. 
Excluding  wholesaling,  total  sales  increased 
by  19  per  cent  with  UK  sales  rising  by  13 
per  cent  and  those  overseas  by  21  per 
cent.  Wholesaling  by  Vestric  Ltd  totalled 
£38- lm  compared  with  £31  65m  in  the 
same  six  months  in  1973.  Interim  divi- 
dend, 6.3  per  cent  (5  6  per  cent).  The 
directors  point  out  that  world  wide 
inflation  had  brought  about  large  increases 
in  manufacturing  and  operating  costs 
which  had  to  be  absorbed  during  a  period 
when  no  significant  assistance  had  been 
gained  from  price  increases  and  where 
the  market  for  bulk  pharmaceuticals  had 
weakened. 

Briefly 

Cardew-Stanning    Foundation    has  now 

moved  to  6  Arlington  Street,  St  lames's, 
London  SW1A  IRE  (Tel:  01-409  1039). 
Reckitt  &  Colman:  Sales  £334m  (£256m), 
pretax  profits  £29  15m  (£29  16m).  Mr  A. 
M.  Mason,  chairman,  reports  that  good 
progress  was  made  overseas  despite  price 


controls,  but  in  the  UK  profit  and  cash 
flow  were  severely  affected  by  "ill 
conceived  government  controls  and  tax 
measures"  during  rapid  inflation. 

Bayer  AG  sales  are  reported  as  being 
below  those  of  1974  with  average  prices 
unchanged. 

Brent  Chemicals  International  report 
record  pre-tax  profit  of  £702,000  and  a  net 
profit  £335,000  (£195,000). 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries  have  formed 
a  joint  company  with  Montedison, 
A.nilina,  to  manufacture  aniline  in  Italy. 
Field,  Sons  &  Co  Ltd,  packaging  and 
print  designers  and  producers,  have 
opened  a  new  £l|m  warehouse  at 
Bradford. 

Agfa  Gevaert  Ltd  and  the  Japanese 
photographic  company  Olympus  Shoji 
have  entered  an  agreement  whereby 
Olympus  will  market  Agfa  110  cameras  in 
Japan. 

Appointments 

Coty  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr  C.  M. 
Graham  their  vice-president.  He  retains 
his  position  as  managing  director  for  the 
UK  market. 

Unichem  Ltd:  Mrs  Elizabeth  McCann  has 
been  appointed  a  sales  representative  for 
Unichem's  Scottish  branch  at  Livingston, 
West  Lothian. 

Sperry    Remington    Consumer  Products 

have  appointed  Barry  Howard,  Corring- 
ham,  Essex,  a  district  salesman  responsible 
for  the  eastern  postal  districts  of  London, 
Essex,  Cambridgeshire,  Huntingdonshire, 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 


\Afestrriinster 
report 


Bill  proposes  rate  relief 
for  small  businesses 

Measures  to  grant  rate  relief  to  small 
businesses  are  proposed  in  a  Private 
Member's  Bill  published  last  week  and 
due  to  receive  its  second  reading  on 
Friday  (April  18). 

Mr  John  MacGregor's  Local  Govern- 
ment (Rate  Relief  for  Small  Businesses) 
Bill  (HM  Stationery  Office,  Commons  Bill 
26,  4p)  contains  main  proposals:  to  intro- 
duce a  new  concept  of  "small  business 
hereditament"  which  would  be  given  the 
same  rate  relief  as  is  available  to  the 
domestic   householder;   and   to  make  it 


obligatory  on  local  authorities  to  allow 
small  businesses  to  pay  their  rates  by 
monthly  instalments — at  present  it  is  only 
at  the  discretion  of  the  authority. 

"Small  business  hereditaments"  are 
defined  in  the  Bill  as  those  which  are 
occupied  wholly  or  partly  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  business,  and  have  a  rateable 
value  not  exceeding  a  maximum  value  to 
be  set  annually  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Environment. 

Preventive  health  document 

The  Department  of  Health  is  preparing  to 
issue  a  consultative  document  on  preven- 
tive health  measures  later  this  year,  it  was 
revealed  in  a  written  answer  last  week. 

Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of  State, 
Department  of  Health,  was  asked  if  an 
independent  inquiry  would  be  set  up  into 
the  effect  of  fluoridation  of  water  supplies. 
Turning  down  the  suggestion,  Dr  Owen 
stated  that  there  had  already  been  a 
number  of  authoritative  inquiries  giving  a 
clear  assessment  of  the  benefit  of  fluorida- 
tion, adding  that  the  issue  was  likely  to 
be  one  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  in  the 
planned  consultative  document. 


Coming  events 


Monday,  April  21 

Nottingham  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  medical  centre,  City  Hospital, 
Nottingham,  at  8  pm.  Meeting  to  discuss  branch 
representatives'  motions. 
Plymouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Board  room,  Greenbank  Hospital,  at  8  pm. 
Annual  meeting. 

Royal  Society  of  Health,  Eastbourne.  Health 
Congress  and  Exhibition,  until  April  25. 

Tuesday,  April  22 

Leeds  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical  Union, 

Wellersley  Hotel,  Wellington  Street,  Leeds,  at 
8  pm.  Dr  F.  Fish  on  "Science  in  crime 
detection". 

Sheffield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Royal 
Victoria  Hotel,  Sheffield,  at  8  pm.  Annual 
meeting. 

Teesside  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Marton  Hotel  and  Country  Club,  at  7.45  pm. 
Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  April  23 

Doncaster  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Sun 

Inn,  Doncaster,  at  8.15  pm.  Representative  of 
John  Harvey  &  Sons  Ltd  on  their  sherry  products. 
West  Dorset  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union,  Kings  Arms  Hotel,  Dorchester,  at  7.45  pm. 
Mr  B.  M.  Gandar  ACII  on  "Insurance  for 
pharmacists". 

Worthing  and  West  Sussex  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Beach  Hotel,  Marine 
Parade,  Worthing,  at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Thursday,  April  24 

Bedfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Sun  Hotel,  Hitchin,  at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting. 
Bristol  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Dyrham 
Lodge,  Clifton  Park,  Bristol,  at  7.30  pm.  Annual 
meeting. 

British  Society  for  the  History  of  Pharmacy  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Society's  House,  17 
Bloomsbury  Square,  London  WC1 ,  at  7  pm. 
Professor  E.  J.  Shellard  on  "The  life  and  work 
of  Daniel  Hanbury  1825-75". 
Lancaster,  Morecambe  and  Westmorland  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Morecambe,  at  8  pm.  General  meeting. 
Thames  Valley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Winthrop  House,  Surbiton,  Surrey,  at  8  pm. 
Illustrated  talk  by  Mr  T.  A.  Day  on  "Guide  dogs 
for  the  blind". 

Friday,  April  25 

Croydon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Greyhound  Hotel,  Park  Lane,  Croydon,  at  8  pm. 
Annual  meeting. 
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Essential  oils  fluctuate 

London,  April  16:  All  sections  continued 
quiet  during  the  week.  Among  crude 
drugs  there  were  signs  that  most  of  the 
inquirers  had  plenty  of  stocks  to  cover 
their  immediate  needs.  Spot  sellers  re- 
duced benzoin  quotations  and  there  was 
a  similar  trend  by  holders  of  copaiba  and 
Peru  balsams.  Buchu  eased  but  gen- 
tian root  was  firmer. 

Fluctuations  occurred  in  essential  oils 
with  clove  oil  easing  unexpectedly  at 
origin.  Substantial  reductions  were  re- 
ported in  Chinese  eucalyptus  and  pepper- 
mint oils.  Anise,  citronella  and  lemon- 
grass  continued  to  drift  lower.  Bergamot 
firmer  on  spot. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetarsol:  50-kg  lots  £8.35. 
Bemegride:  BPC  £16.00  kg. 
Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 

under  50  kg 
carbonate  9.18 
salicylate  7.68 
subgallate  8.13 
subnitrate  8.33 


50-kg  250-kg 

8.95  8.90 

7.45  — 

7.90  — 

8.10  8.05 
Borax:  EP  grades,  2-4  ton  lots  per  metric  ton,  in 
paper  bags  delivered  —  granular  £134;  crystals 


£184;  powder  £148;  extra  fine  powder  £155. 
Boric  acid:  EP  grades  per  metric  ton  in  2-4  ton 
lots — granular  £179;  crystals  £246;  powder  £197; 
extra-fine  powder  £205;  in  paper  bags,  carriage 
paid. 

Ferrous  fumarate:  £1.25  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 
Ferrous  gluconate:  £1,395  metric  ton  delivered. 
Ferrous  phosphate:   In  kegs  £553.80  metric  ton. 
Iron  ammonium  sulphate:  100-kg  lots,  £0.23s  kg. 
Iron  and  ammonium  citrate:  Granules  £903;  scales 
£990  metric  ton. 

Iron  phosphate:  50-kg  lots  £553.80  metric  ton. 


Crude  drugs 


Aloes:  Cape  £1.20  kg  spot  £1.15,  cif.  Curacao 
£1.30  spot. 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada;  nominal.  Copaiba:  BPC 
£1.90  spot;  £1.80,  cif.  Peru:  £7.15  spot;  £6.35, 
cif.  Tclu:  £3.35  spot. 

Belladonna:  (metric  ton)  Herb  £25  spot;  no  cif. 
Leaves  £800,  cif.  Root  £750  spot  nominal. 
Benzoin:  BP  £60-£65  cwt;  £59-£64,  cif. 
Buchu:  Rounds  £2.85  kg  spot;  £2.55,  cif. 
Camphor:    Natural    powder,    £5.50   kg,    cif;  syn- 
thetic £0.78,  cif. 

Ergot:   Portuguese-Spanish   £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.40 
cif.  East  European  £1.45  and  £1.35  respectively. 
Gentian:  Root  £2.05  kg  spot;  £1.95  kg,  cif. 
dinger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £465,  Sierra  Leone  not 
quoted;  Nigerian  split  £480,  peeled  £640. 
Gums:    Acacia,    Kordofan    cleaned    sorts  51,500, 
fop,  metric  ton.  Karaya  No  2  faq  £25.50  cwt  on 
the  spot.  Tragacanth  No.  1  £528  spot  for  50  kg. 
Henbane,  Niger  £1.10  kg  spot;  £1  cif. 
Honey:   (per  ton  in  6-cwt  drums,  ex-warehouse) 
Australian  light  amber  £460,  medium  £440,  Cana- 
dian £590.  Mexican  £460. 
Hydrastis:  £8.70  kg  spot. 

Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £350  spot;  £3.20 
cif.  Matto  Grosso  spot  nominal  £5.30;  £5.15,  cif. 
Colombian  £5.30;  £5.15  cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  basis  15%  £1.55  kg  spot;  £1.40, 

cif;  whole  tubers  £1.65  spot,  £1.55  cif  nominal. 

Kola  nuts:  £1.70  metric  ton,  £1.60,  cif. 

Lanolin:    1,000    kg    lots    BP    grades    from  £955; 

cosmetic  £1.025;  technical  £903. 

Lemon    peel:    £860,    metric    ton   spot;    £850,  cif. 

Liquorice   root:    Chinese   £260   metric   ton;  £250, 

cif.    Russian    £255   spot;    £210,    cif.  (May-June). 

Block  juice  £1.50   kg.   Spray-dried   powder  £1.45 

kg  soot. 

Lcbelia:    European    herb   £920   metric   ton  spot; 

£880,  ci(,  American  coarse  powder,  £470. 

Lycopodium:  Indian  £4.05  kg;  £3.70,  cif. 

rt/iace:  Grenada  No  1  £3,024  ton  fob. 

Menthol:    Brazilian    £12.75    kg    spot;    £10.80,  cif. 

Chinese  £15.-j0-£17.50;  shipment  £13.00-£14.00. 


Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Drum  lots  £1.32  kg. 

Amber:  Rectified  £0.45  spot. 

Anise:  £14.50  kg  spot;  £14.00,  cif. 

Bay:  West  Indian  about  £11  kg. 

Bergamot:  From  £16.00  kg  as  to  grade. 

Bois  de  rose:  Shipment  £5.00  kg,  cif. 

Buchu:  English  distilled  £270  kg. 

Cade:  Spanish  £1.10  kg  spot. 

Cajuput:  £5.00  kg  on  spot. 

Camphor  white:  £2.00  kg  spot,  £1.70  cif. 

Cardamom:  English  distilled  £85  kg. 

Cassia:    Chinese    £12.00    kg    spot;    £13.60,  cif, 

nominal. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.15  kg  spot. 
Celery:  English  £35.50  kg. 

Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £2.50  kg  spot;  £2.25,  cif. 

Enalish  distilled  bark  £160  kg. 

Citronella:  Ceylon  £1.35  kg  spot;  £1.18,  cif. 

Clove:  Madagascar  leaf  £1.90  kg  spot;  £1.75  cif. 

Coriander:  £15.00  kg  spot. 

Cubeb:  English  distilled  £19.50  kg. 

Dill:  £18.20  kg,  nominal. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £3.60  kg  spot  and  £2.80  cif. 

70-75%.  Spanish/Portuguese  £2.75,  cif. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £15.00  kg  spot. 

Geranium:  (kg)  Bourbon  £22.00  spot. 

Ginger:  English  distilled  £7.00  kg  nominal. 

Lavender:  French  £14.00  kg  spot. 

Lavender  spike:  £13.50  kg  spot. 

Lemon:  Sicilian  best  grades  from  £7.25  kg. 

Lemongrass:  £3.20  kg,  spot;  £2.80,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  £7.60  kg  spot. 

Mandarin:  £5.80  kg  o  and  f. 

Nutmeg:    (per   kg)    English   distilled   from  West 
Indian  £23.50,  from  East  Indian  £17.50. 
Olive:  Spanish  export  licences  suspended:  Tuni- 
sian £1,050  metric  ton,  cif.    Tunisian  £950-£960. 
Spot  £1,150  landed,  duty  paid. 
Palmarosa:  No  East  Indian,  Brazilian  spot  £7.00. 
Patchuli:  £4.50  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Pennyroyal:  £8.00  kg  spot,  nominal. 
Pepper:  English  distilled  ex  black  £64  kg. 
Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis  Brazilian  £3.85  spot, 
£3.75,  cif.  Chinese  £4.90,  cif.  American  piperata 
from  £18.00. 

Petitgrain:  £4.85  kg  spot;  £4.00,  cif. 
Rosemary:  £6.35  kg  spot. 
Sage:  Spanish  £10.50  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £42.50  kg  spot  and  £40  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  of  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press 
but  it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 


Pharmaton 
Capsules:  they'll 
be  on  plenty  of 
shopping  lists 

Make  sure  they're  on  your  stock-list 

Pharmaton  Capsules 

THE  PROFITABLE  MULTI-VITAMINS  FROM  SWITZERLAND 


People  everywhere  are 
discovering  the  benefits  of 
Pharmaton  Capsules.  They're 
finding  that  Pharmaton  Capsules 
help  them  get  the  best  from  life, 
and  keep  up  with  the  pace  of 
modern  living. 

More  people  than  ever  will  be 
asking  you  for  Pharmaton 
Capsules  when  Pharmaton's  1975 
advertising  campaign  starts  to 
roll  —  with  heavy  local  press 
advertisements  and  powerful 
point-of-sale  aids. 

Order  Pharmaton  Capsules 
now  from  your  Vestric  branch  — 
and  ask  about  the  attractive 
discounts,  too. 


For  further  information,  please  write  to: 

The  Pharmaton  Information  Bureau,  Spinney  House, 

Church  Street,  Liverpool  Li  jAU. 
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XYLITOL  CHEWING  GUM 
LEIRAS  BRAND 

as  used  in 

TURKU  SUGAR  STUDIES 


Available  from 

KINGSLEY  &  KEITH  (Fine  Chemicals)  LTD. 

Suffolk  House, 
George  Street, 
Croydon,  CR9  3QL 

Telephone:  01-686  0544 


Classified 
Advertisements 

Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 
Telephone  01-353  3212. 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday. 

Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appro- 
priate headings. 

Screen  100. 


Display/Semi  Display  £3-00  per  single  column  centi- 
metre, min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £250  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £150  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £80  (125mm  x  86mm) . 

Lineage  £0-60  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £3-00. 

Box  Numbers  £0-30  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 

Circulation  ABC  July/December  1974,  15,353. 


Shopfitting 


COWLING 

s 

a  low  cost, fully  guaranteed 
exterior  design  and  installation 
service  including  signs 
and  blinds  to  your  choice. 

excellent  finance  terms  available 

01-653  0298 
THE  SPECIALISTS 

PETER  COWLING  LTD        23  St.  Au  byns  Road        Crystal  Palace        London       SE19  3AA 

SHOPFRONTS.  DISPENSARIES, 
INTERIORS  BY  SPECIALISTS 

N.P.U.  recommended.  Personal 
attention — consult: 

FYNESTORE, 
14  Mimram  Road,  Hertford. 

Telephone: 
HERTFORD  54621/2 — NOW. 


West  Country  Shopfitting 
"RAYMAN  ENTERPRISES" 

for  interiors,  shopfronts  or  whole 
shops  and  facia  signs.  Average 
price  for  completely  installed 
shopfront  16ft  wide  x  9ft  high, 
£760.00  including  existing  shops. 
Easy  terms.  Write:  "Higher  Claw", 
Pennymore.  Tiverton.  Or  Tel: 
Cheriton  Fitzpaine  317. 


LEADING  MANUFACTURER  of  in- 
terior shopfittings  offers  special  low 
prices  to  retailers  prepared  to  act 
as  showshops.  The  shops  concerned 
must  be  within  50  miles  of  London 
or  Birmingham.  Interest  free  or  low 
deposit  HP  available  in  suitable 
cases  and  commission  payable  on 
orders  resulting  from  visits  to  your 
shop.  Full  details  from  SPAN  SHOP- 
FITTING  COMPANY,  32  Church 
Road,  London  SE19  2ET.  Tel,  01-653 
5859. 

SHOPFRONTS  and  interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists.  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING,  20  Rudd  Street, 
London  SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854  0343. 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


INFORMATION! 

Tablet  and  Capsule  Identification 
Guide. 

Manufacturers  and  Suppliers 

Index. 
Buyers  Guide. 
Wholesalers. 
Value  Added  Tax. 
Medicines  Acts  1968  and  1971. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  sec- 
tions included  in  CHEMIST  & 
DRUGGIST  DIRECTORY  1975, 
the  essential  reference  for  every 
pharmaceutical  retailer,  whole- 
saler and  manufacturer. 
Send  for  your  copy  today  to  : 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA. 
01-353  3212  (Mr  Hayes). 

Price  £8-50  inc.  postage  and 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£5-50  inc.  postage  and  handling. 
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Appointments 


Hospital  appointments 


"ANDRE  PHILIPPE" 

THE  NATIONAL  BRAND  LEADER  FOR  BUBBLE 
BATH  &  TOILETRIES 

require  IMMEDIATELY  two  experienced  London  based  Reps,  to 
cover  London  &  Home  Counties  areas,  North  &  South  of  the 
river.  Calling  on  all  existing  and  new  accounts:  chemists,  dept. 
stores,  Co-ops.  etc.  Prefered  age  24/32  years.  Would  consider 
trainee  reps.  Attractive  salary,  commission  and  company  car. 
Salary  subject  to  negotiation.  Write  in  first  instance  to:  Mr.  L.  R. 
Silverstone,  Sales-Director,  Andre  Philippe  Ltd.,  71-71b  Gowan 
Ave.,  Fulham  S.W.6.  or  phone  736  2194/2397  for  appointment. 


Are  you  good  at  figures? 

A  person  is  required  to  assist  in  the  C&D  Pricing 
Service. 

We  are  looking  for  somebody  who  can  cope  with 
prices  and  VAT,  who  is  accurate,  and  who  has  the 
ability  to  cope  with  inquiries  on  the  telephone  and 
maintain  neat  records. 

The  successful  applicant  is  likely  to  have  experience 
in   a   pharmacy,   dispensary   or  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  and  may  have  been 
stocktaking,  or  stock-keeping. 

If  you  believe  you  can  help 
pricing  publications  write  to  : 
Mrs  P.  Payne, 
Personnel  Manageress, 
Benn  Brothers  Limited, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA. 


employed  in  invoicing, 
in  compiling  the  C&D 


Miscellaneous 


LEICESTER 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
DISPLAYS 

A  magnificent  range  of  fast 
selling  fashion  jewellery  all 
beautifully  presented  on 
elegant  displays  complete 
with  back  up  packs.  Every 
line  clearly  marked  with 
suggested  retail  price.  For 
details  of  these  fabulous 
money  spinners  phone 
(0533)  26403  or  write  to 
STARGEMS,  52  MOUNT 
ROAD,  LEICESTER. 
Star  Gems  Sell  Nationwide 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


THE  DEMAND  for  Ginseng  products 
grows  all  the  time,  don't  miss  out 
on  these  valuable  sales — send  for 
our  price  lists:  Power  Health  Foods 
Limited,  4  Kirkland  Street,  Pockling- 
ton,  E.  Yorks.   (STD  075  92  2595) 

For  PRICE  TICKET  SYSTEMS  AND 
SIGNS  consult  Falconcraft  Limited, 
Hainault  Road,  Romford,  Essex. 
Telephone:  ROMFORD  24621. 


CONTRACEPTIVES 

USA  Black  Cats  (per  gross)  5.25 
USA  Tahiti  Colours  (per  gross)  5.50 
USA  Stimula  Ribbed  (per 

gross)  10.00 
Japanese  Seanes  (per  gross)  4.25 
German  High  (per  50  pkts)  5.70 
French  Ticklers  (per  50  pkts)  7.45 
German  Long  Love  (per  50 

pkts)  5.40 

Danish  Pussycats  (per  gross)  6.80 
Italian  Hatu  (per  gross)  7.75 
ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 

WARWICKSHIRE  SUPPLIES  (DCD) 


INTERNATIONAL 

Dutch  "Fun"  (per  120)  8.50 
Swedish  Stork  (per  box)  6.40 
Swiss  Green  Band  (per  gross)  10.50 
Extension  Sheath  (each)  0.60 
Love-Variations  Kassette  1.80 
Plus  many  more  items,  including 
Lingerie,  Marital  Aids,  etc,  etc. 
For  our  comprehensive  brochure 
send  10p  to  cover  p  &  p. 
FREE  promotional  literature  avail- 
able with  all  orders. 

ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 
,  Commerce  House,  Water  Orton, 


Birmingham  B46  1RR 


Cambridgeshire  Area  Health 
Authority  (Teaching) 
Cambridge  Health  District 
PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

Papworth  Hospital 
Salary  £1 ,452-ei  ,962  pa 
plus  threshold  payments 
Applicants  should  have  the  Phar- 
macy Technicians  Certificate  of 
the  City  and   Guilds  of  London 
Institute,  or  that  of  the  Society 
of    Apothecaries,    or  equivalent 
qualification. 

Papworth  Hospital  has  130  acute 
beds  and  is  concerned  primarily 
with  cardio-thoracic  work.  It  is 
situated  in  very  pleasant  sur- 
roundings approximately  1 1  miles 
from  Cambridge  and  7  miles 
from  Huntingdon. 
The  pharmacy  provides  a  service 
to  several  other  hospitals  includ- 
ing Huntingdon  County  Hospital 
and  the  Technician  may  be 
expected  to  spend  some  time 
there. 

Further  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from:  Mrs  C.  Branford, 
Staff  Pharmacist,  Papworth  Hos- 
pital. Telephone:  Papworth  St. 
Agnes  541,  or  from:  Miss  M.  A. 
Steane,  Area  Pharmaceutical 
Officer,  Purbeck  House,  Purbeck 
Road,  Cambridge,  Telephone: 
Cambridge  42841.  Applications 
should  be  sent  to  Mr  A.  Yeo- 
man, Sector  Administrator,  Pap- 
worth Hospital,  Papworth  Ever- 
ard,  Cambridge  CB3  8RE,  as 
soon  as  possible. 


Wanted 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co  Ltd,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  73219  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1974/75 

16  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  Income  Tax,  Cor- 
poration Tax  and  ACT,  for 
60p. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co,  44a 
High  Street,  Croydon  CR9 
1UU.  01-686  9144. 


Please  mention 
C&D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


REDBRIDGE/WALTHAM 
FOREST  AREA  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY 
EAST  RODING  DISTRICT 

KING       GEORGE  HOSPITAL, 

Eastern  Avenue,  llford,  Essex. 
BARKING  HOSPITAL,  Upney 
Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
PHARMACISTS  required,  full  or 
par-time,  for  duties  at  either  of 
the  above  hospitals.  Both  hos- 
pitals are  in  pleasant  outer 
London  Residential  Areas  and 
are  both  adjacent  to  Under- 
ground stations,  with  direct 
access  to  Central  London. 
Salary  scale  £2,325-£2,994  plus 
£312  p. a.  London  Weighting 
and  Threshold  Agreement  pay- 
ments. Enquiries  and  applica- 
tions to  the  District  Pharmaceu- 
tical Officer,  Barking  Hospital, 
Upney  Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
Telephone  01-594  3898. 


Business  wanted 


SMALL  CHEMISTS  FANCY  GOODS 
Wholesaler  (low  turnover  consid- 
ered). London  area,  with  stores 
connection.  Private  buyer.  Details  in 
confidence  to  Box  No.  2319. 


Business  for 
sale 


FOR  SALE  wholesale  Chemists  busi- 
ness, conveniently  situated  in  West 
Midlands  area.  Turnover  approxim- 
ately £200,000  pa.  Established  clien- 
tele. Good  profit  margins.  Present 
proprietor  would  be  prepared  to 
remain  for  a  limited  period.  Please 
contact:  Mann  Judd  &  Co.,  Char- 
tered Accountants,  Daviot  House, 
Lombard  Street  West,  West  Brom- 
wich,  or  telephone  021-236  6307. 

FOR  SALE  small  firm  selling  Asthma 
tablets  since  the  1930s,  good  regular 
sales,  has  great  potential.  Box  No. 
2320. 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street 
Square  London, 
EC4A  3JA 
Tel:  01-353  3212 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington,  London  N1  8HX,  bound  by  ST.  ANNE'S  PRINT  FINISHING  CO  LTD,  London  E14,  and  published  by 
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We're  good  for  business.  x 


Jochem's  Hormone  Hair  Preparation 

170cc 

£8-04  per  dozen  +  VAT 
Retail  price  £1-09  each 

Gill's  Medicated 
Dandruff  Remover  Shampoo 

75cc 

£1-68  per  dozen  +  VAT 
Retail  price  22p  each 

Gill's  Grey-Go  Hair  Lotion 

75cc 

£3-36  per  dozen  +  VAT 
Retail  price  48p  each 

Obtainable  from  your  local  wholesaler 
or  direct  from: 

Eeautisales  Ltd 

35  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4JH. 
Tel:  01-493  2565/6. 


1 


SURGICAL  ELASTIC  HOSIERY 


TWO-WAY  STRETCH  ELASTIC  YARN 
NYLON  LIGHTWEIGHT  STOCKINGS 
NYFINE  LIGHTWEIGHT  TIGHTS 
SEAMLESS  ONE-WAY  STRETCH 
NYLON  NET 

Stock  Sizes  or  Made  to  Measure 
Also  obtainable  direct  or  through  your  wholesaler.   Write  for  literature. 


Abdominal  Belts  -  Spinal  Supports  -  Elastic  Band  Trusses  -  Jock  Straps 

Suspensory  Bandages       -       Athletic  Slips       -  Stockinette  Bandages 

Vernon    Works,  Basford,  Nottingham 

Phone  :  77841-2  Grams  :  Eesiness 


E.  SALLIS  LTD 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Es'ablisheo  in  1850 

THE    MOST   COMPREHENSIVE    RANGE   OF   HERBAL  EXTRACTS. 
CULINARY     HERBS.     SPICES.     FOOD     FLAVOURS    AND  FOOD 
COLOURS. 

Specially  packed  with  the  retail  pharmacy  in  mind. 
Send  for  detailed  prbe  list  or  telephone  SEDGLEY  2537. 

DORMSTON  TRADING  ESTATE, 
BURTON  ROAD,  DUDLEY,  WEST  MIDLANDS,  DY1BR. 


ORALCER 


I 


pellets  °  MOUTH  ULCERS 


THE  ONLY  PELLETS  WITH  COMBINED 
ANTIBACTERIAL  &  ANTIFUNGAL  ACTION 


fsl 

o.t.c.H 

ec.ioB 


Here  is  a  wealth 
warning  to  all 

calculating  chemists 

All  the  chemists  who  took  our  advice  and  got  them- 
selves into  calculators  prior  to  Christmas  and  followed 
the  example  of  the  big  multiple  chemists  chains  — 
must  be  counting  their  blessings.  The  boom  in 
calculators  continues  and  the  Chemists'  Store  has 
become  the  place  where  the  business  man  and  students 
buy  their  calculators. 

Calculators  are  now  being  sold  in  thousands  through 
the  chemists  —  not  to  mention  batteries  —  but  be 
careful  they  are  habit  forming  —  once  the  head  of  the 
house  or  business  has  bought  his  first  calculator  it  can 
spread  through  his  firm  or  family  and  they  will  want 
more! 

So  here  is  a  wealth  warning  to  all  Decimo  stockists— 
you  are  going  to  get  awfully  rich! 

If  you  are  not  selling  calculators  but  are  interested, 
make  an  appointment  to  meet  the  men  from  Decimo 
or  phone  direct. 


VATfVlAfM 


c  3 156183. 


DF53VU 


FULL  Y  GUARANTEED 


USED  BY  MILLIONS  THROUGH 
OUT  THE  WORLD,  SUCH  AS:- 
I.C.I.,  Beecham's,  Smith  &  Nephew, 
Honeywell's,  Oxford  University. 
Greater  London  Council,  National 
Westminster  Bank,  Laporte 
Industries,  Dupont  (UK)  Ltd.,  and 
people  from  all  walks  of  life. 

THE  DECIMO  VATMAN  ® 

BATTERY/MAINS 

POCKET  CALCULATOR 

WITH  VAT  %  KEY 

RECOMMENDED  RETAIL  PRICE 

£19.95  PLUS  VAT 

MAINS  ADAPTOR  £3  EXTRA 

NOW  OIM  T.V 


PLEASE  WRITE  FOR  TRADE  PRICES 

DECIMO  LIMITED 

FREEPOST,  LUTON,  LU1  5BR  TEL:  LUTON  38881 

(NO  STAMP  REQUIRED) 
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Two  NEWprofit-makers 
to  get  your  teeth  into 


Two  new  professional  toothbrushes  from 
the  makers  of  Sensodyne  toothpaste. 


BONUS 
TERMS 


SENSODYNE  SB 


GENTLE 


NSODY! 


PIJGUE 
PFMOVER 

for  routine  fam*  u 


Available  on  special  introductory 
bonus  terms.  Good  profit  -  4 1  •  7  %  or 
1  lp  per  brush,  selling  at  the  R.S.P. 
of  £0-29  each. 

Intensive  promotion  and  sampling  to 
all  17,000  dentists  will  lead  to  their 
recommendation  of  the  toothbrushes 
and  so  their  patients  will  come  and  ask 
for  them  by  name. 
Display  and  sell  Sensodyne  tooth- 
brushes -  recommended  by 
dentists,  sold  by  chemists. 


< 


NE 

SENSODYNE 

GENTLE 
toothbrush 

Specially  designed  by  dentists  for  people 
with  sensitive  teeth  and  gums. 
Ideal  for  those  customers  already  using 
Sensodyne  toothpaste. 


NEW 

SENSODYNE 

PLAQUE  REMOVER 
toothbrush 

For  routine  family  use.  Similar  to  the 
Gentle'  toothbrush  but  with  a  slightly 
firmer  texture  to  provide  extra  cleaning 
power- 


To  :  Stafford-Miller  Ltd.,  Professional  Relations  Division, 
Hatfield,  Herts. 

Please  send  me   Sensodyne  toothbrush 

special  display  packs  containing  one  dozen  'Gentle'  and  one 
dozen  'Plaque  Remover'  brushes.  Normal  buying  price 
£4" 51  -f-  V.A.T.  Special  promotional  price  £3 '76  +  V.A.T. 
Profit  Return  £2-68 


Invoice  direct 


Invoice  through  my  usual  wholesaler  who  is 
Name 

Address 


Stafford-MillerQuality  Products  for  Dental  Health 


